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March 6, 2022         LCF Message Notes                        (pg 1)
Isaiah #15 Chapts 36-39  

Hezekiah Humbles Himself   
But Hobbles The Next Generation 

Assyria ___________ Hezekiah ____________ God When He 
Tore Down He High Places of Idol Worship
Our Ignorance is Satan’s ______ Satan is please that 185,000 
Assyrians die   (Isaiah 36: 7, 2 Kings 19 & 2 Chronicles 32)
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Isa 36: 7 Assyria Is Ignorant of How God Says He Wants To 
Be Worshipped Assumes High Places and Altars Hezekiah 
Has Removed, Saying to Judah and to Jer …
When Hezekiah showed emissaries of Babylon the SIK of 
Judah’s treasure & security system …

• Hezekiah tore down (_____________) the high places of 
_________ worship (2 Cor 6:14-18) 

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Is. 36-37 Assyria Assumes Hezekiah Assaulted God when He 
tore down the high places of idol worship.  
Assyria is ____________ of who The israeli God of The Bible Is! 
Since people _________ because of a lack of knowledge (Hos. 
4:6), in Is. 37:36, Assyria will lose 185,000 soldiers in one night!
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

• God expects each generation to be successful at fulfilling 
the Great Commission, as God extends His mercy to those 
who fear Him from generation to generation (Ex. 3:15, Ex. 
34:7, Dan. 4: 3 & 34, Ps. 90:1 & 119:90 Lk. 1:50) 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Each Generation Must Grapple To Get & Keep the Next One on 
Track…
We must maintain a ___________ posture towards the world — — 
Exodus 17:16 The LORD will have war with Amalek from generation 
to generation.”
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

PEOPLE Who Challenge Christianity Must Be _______________— 
Isaiah 51: 7-8 7“Listen to me, you who know righteousness, … in 
whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of man, nor be 
dismayed at their revilings …but my righteousness will be forever, 
and my salvation to all generations.” 
We are Looking To The Goodness of God’s Grace To Restore 
Our Generations!
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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Hos 4:6 Contains A Chilling Warning About Children 
Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because 
you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. 
And since you have forgotten the law of your God,
I Also Will Forget Your Children.
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
God Calls Us To Stand Against Enemies & Only Comply With 
Them in Judgement 
• Jeremiah 29:20 When being Judged, God says go to Babylon 

and it will be _______ with you. Be fruitful & multiply there (Read 
Jeremiah 29) 

• Micah 4:10  Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a woman 
in labor, for now you shall go out from the city and dwell in the 
open country; you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be res-
cued; there the LORD will redeem you from the hand of your en-
emies

______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
Is 37-38 Hezekiah Fails The Success Test Of Surviving The 
Assyrian Assault & A Near Death Experience But …He Shows 
Babylonian Spies Judah’s/Israels State Secrets - The Treasury 
& Armory  
Is. 39:3-5 Isaiah Investigates Hezekiah’s  ________________ of 
showing his treasury & armory to Babylonian spies
Isa 39: When Hezekiah Helped Babylon See Judah’s Treasure & 
Security System …
• he succumbs to ___________ & gifts 
• he ________ the success tests of ___________ Assyria’s as-

sault & a near death experience
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________

• he _____________ failed to consult the Lord through His 
prophet, Isaiah — who represents the “Living Word” of God. 

• In Christ we have the internal Holy Spirit _________ system. 

• he __________ the next generation into failure & judgement  
(Isaiah 39: 6-8)

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Hezekiah Hobbles The Next Generation
Hezekiah said “The word of the LORD is good” that his next 
generation will be judged “For he thought, “There will be 
peace and security in my days.”
Hezekiah said this because he …
a) served God, b) was sacrificial, c) served his son , d) was self-

centered
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Getting Consistency With God in the Next Generation Is 
Challenging Because …  ESV
 Judges 2:10 the new generation grew up neither knowing the 
LORD nor what he had done for Israel/ the nation. 
• New generations demand a sign (MIRACLE) but God 

want them to listen to prophets like Jonah (Mark 8:12, 
Luke 11:29) 

___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________
• Each generation must commend God to teach the next. 

(Commend = to address in a loud tone, that pacifies 
(quells anger & brings peace & promotes praise) 
(Ps.79:13, 145:4, 100:5)

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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Notes Page 1
><><><><><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><
SCRIPTURE

><><><><><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><
Donna’s Opening 

><><><><><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><
TODAY’S SCRIPTURE SLIDES 
Today’s Scripture Reading Slides 

Slide 1)  Isaiah 36:1,2 & 4 (ESV) Sennacherib King Of 
Assyria Assaults The Southern Kingdom Of Judah 

1In the Fourteenth Year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib King of 
Assyria Came Up Against all the Fortified Cities of Judah and 
Took Them. 2And the King of Assyria Sent the Rabshakeha 
From Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem, With a Great 
Army. And He Stood by the Conduit of the Upper Pool on the 
Highway to the Washer’s Field.  4And the Rabshakeh Said to 
Them, “Say to Hezekiah, ‘Thus Says the Great King, the King of 
Assyria: on What Do You Rest This Trust of Yours?

Slide 2)  Isaiah 36:5-7 (ESV) The Assyrian Commanding 
Field Officer Says Egypt Can’t Save Judah
5Do you think that mere words are strategy and power for war? 
In whom do you now trust, that you have rebelled against me? 
6Behold, you are trusting in Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, 
which will pierce the hand of any man who leans on it. Such is 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him. 7But if you say to 
me, “We trust in the LORD our God,” is it not he whose high 

places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying to Judah and 
to Jerusalem, “You shall worship before this altar”?
Slide 3)  Isaiah 36:8-10 ESV the Assyrian Commanding Field 
Officer Says God Helps Him Conquer
8Come now, make a wager with my master the king of Assyria: I 
will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to 
set riders on them. 9How then can you repulse a single captain 
among the least of my master’s servants, when you trust in 
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10Moreover, is it without 
the LORD that I have come up against this land to destroy it? 
The LORD said to me, “Go up against this land and destroy it.”’”   
Slide 4)  Isaiah 36:11-12 ESV the Israelites Don’t Want the 
Assyrian To Speak in Hebrew
11Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, 
“Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it. 
Do not speak to us in the language of Judah within the hearing 
of the people who are on the wall.”  12But the Rabshakeh said, 
“Has my master sent me to speak these words to your master 
and to you, and not to the men sitting on the wall, who are 
doomed with you to eat their own dung and drink their own 
urine?” 13Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud 
voice in the language of Judah: “Hear the words of the great 
king, the king of Assyria!   
Slide 5)  Isaiah 36:13-16A ESV the Assyrian Commander 
Says Hezekiah Deceives Judah
13Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out in a loud voice in 
the language of Judah: “Hear the words of the great king, the 
king of Assyria! 14Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah 
deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you. 15Do not let 
Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD by saying, “The LORD 
will surely deliver us. This city will not be given into the hand of 
the king of Assyria.” 16aDo not listen to Hezekiah. For thus says 
the king of Assyria:
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Slide 6)  Isaiah 36:16B-18 ESV the Assyrian Commander 
Says No Nations’ Gods Have Stopped Us
16b Make your peace with meb and come out to me. Then each 
one of you will eat of his own vine, and each one of his own fig 
tree, and each one of you will drink the water of his own cistern, 
17until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a 
land of grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 
18Beware lest Hezekiah mislead you by saying, “The LORD will 
deliver us.” Has any of the gods of the nations delivered his land 
out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Have 
they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 20Who among all the 
gods of these lands have delivered their lands out of my hand, 
that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?’”
Slide 7)  Isaiah 36:19-22 ESV the Assyrian Commander Says  
No Gods Can Stop Assyria
19Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? … the gods of 
Sepharvaim? Have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 
20Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered … out 
of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my 
hand?’” 21But they were silent … for the king’s command was, 
“Do not answer him.” 22Then Eliakim… and Shebna … and 
Joah came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told him the 
words of the Rabshakeh.
Slide 8)  Isaiah 37:1-4 ESV  King Hezekiah Sends Word To 
Isaiah
1…King Hezekiah … tore his clothes … covered with sackcloth 
and went into the house of the LORD. 2And he sent Eliakim, … 
Shebna … and the senior priests, covered with sackcloth, to the 
prophet Isaiah … 3They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, ‘This 
is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; … 4It may be 
the LORD your God will hear the words … the king of Assyria 
has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words …; 
therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left.’”
  

Slide 9)  Isaiah 37:6-7 & 14-15 ESV  Isaiah Prophesies The 
Assyrian King Will Return to die in His Own Land
6Isaiah said to them, “Say to your master, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: Do not be afraid because of the words that you have 
heard, with which the young men of the king of Assyria have 
reviled me. 7Behold, I will put a spirit in him, so that he shall 
hear a rumor and return to his own land, and I will make him fall 
by the sword in his own land. 14Hezekiah received the letter 
from the …messengers, and read it…, and spread it before the 
LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD:
Slide 10)  Isaiah 37:33-37 ESV God Strikes Down 185,000 
Assyrians Overnight & Sennacherib Retreats
33“…thus says the LORD .. the king of Assyria:…shall not come 
into this city or shoot an arrow there or come before it with a 
shield or cast up a siege mound against it. 34…  declares the 
LORD. 35For I will defend this city to save it, for my own sake 
and for the sake of my servant David.” 36And the angel of the 
LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the 
Assyrians. …. 37Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed 
and returned home and lived at Nineveh.    
Slide 11)  Isaiah 37:38 - 38:1 ESV Sennacherib King of 
Assyria Is Assassinated by Two of his Sons
38And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the 
sword. And after they escaped into the land of Ararat, 
Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.
1s. 381In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the 
point of death. And Isaiah the prophet … said to him, “Thus says 
the LORD: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you shall 
not recover.” 
Slide 12)  Isaiah 38:2-5 ESV  God Adds 15 Years to 
Hezekiah’s Life
 2Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the 
LORD, 3and said, “Please, O LORD, remember how I have 
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walked before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and 
have done what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept 
bitterly. 4Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5“Go and 
say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your 
father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, 
I will add fifteen years to your life.   
Slide 13)  Isaiah 39: 1-2 ESV  Hezekiah Shows Babylonian 
Enemies Judah’s Treasury & Security
1…Merodach-baladan …, king of Babylon, sent envoys with 
letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been 
sick and had recovered. 2And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. 
And he showed them his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the 
spices, the precious oil, his whole armory, all that was found in 
his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or in all his 
realm that Hezekiah did not show them.  

><><><><><><><><<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><

TODAY’S MESSAGE & SLIDES 
Slide 16)  Message Map:  Isaiah #15 Chapts 38-39 Hezekiah 
Humbles Himself but Hobbles the Next Generation 
1) In The 14th Year Of Hezekiah’s 29 Year Reign 

Sennacherib King Of Assyria Approaches Judah The 
Southern Kingdom

2) Assyria Assumes Hezekiah Assaulted God When He 
Tore Down The High Places Of Idol Worship

3) Ignorance of Who God Is means we perish because of a 
lack of knowledge (Assyria will lose 185,000 soldiers 
over night because of this ignorance

4) Xxx
 xxxx    

Slide 17)  Part 1 Isaiah 36: 1,2 & 4 in the 14th Year of 
Hezekiah’s 29 Year Reign in Judah Sennacherib King of 
Assyria Prepares To Assault by SIEGE Judah the So. 
Kingdom 
Just because things have been going a certain way, does not 
mean they have to CONTINUE going that way!
Slide 18)  Profile Of Assyria Who Is Proud Of It’s Past 
Accomplishments
 Assyria is PROUD because … 
a) At this point in time, Assyria is the undefeated, undisputed 

Super Power champion of the world! 
b) Rabshakeh, the Assyrian Commanding Field Officer, says 

Egypt CAN’T Save Judah & The LORD WON’T save it ei-
ther! 

c) Assyria is a POLY-THEISTIC  society believing all deities/
gods are of the same quality

d) Assyria thinks The LORD of Israel has enabled them to con-
quer other nations

Slide 19) 1 Kings 12:28-33 Jereboam, King of No. Kingdom 
of Israel, Made 2 Golden Calves (in Dan & Bethel) To Keep 
People From Going Down to Jerusalem to Worship!
Map Of The Northern Kingdom Of “Israel” (“Ephraim” & 
“Samaria”) & Southern Kingdom Of Israel (“Judah”) During 
Isaiah’s Day
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 
Http://Www.Jesuswalk.Com/Isaiah/Maps.Htm 
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Slide 20) Israeli Idol Worship Instigates God to Use Assyria 
To Conquer the Northern Kingdom of Israel  (NIK) (743-724 
B.C.) & Babylon to Conquered the Southern Kingdom of 
Israel (SIK) 586 B.C.
Map is by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 
Http://Www.Jesuswalk.Com/Isaiah/Maps.Htm
Bible Hub - https://biblehub.com/timeline/old.htm
The Northern Kingdom had lasted 240 years, which fall into 
three periods of about 80 years each, the middle period being 
the period of the Syrian wars. As it was fully formed when it 
broke off from the Southern Kingdom, its history shows no 
development or evolution, but is made up of undulations of 
prosperity and of decline. It was at its best immediately after its 
foundation, and again under Jeroboam II. It was strong under 
Baasha, Omri and Ahab, but generally weak under the other 
kings. Every change of dynasty meant a period of anarchy, 
when the country was at the mercy of every invader. The 
fortunes of Israel depended entirely on those of Assyria. When 
Assyria was weak, Israel was strong. Given the advance of 
Assyria, the destruction of Israel was certain. This was 
necessary and was clearly foreseen by Hosea (9:3, etc.). The 
wonder is that the little state, surrounded by such powerful 
neighbors, lasted as long as it did.
1 Kings 11 - 12 12: 28 - 33 
The Assyrian captivity (or Assyrian exile) is the period in Jewish 
history during which a number of Israelites of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel were captives in Assyria. 
The Northern Kingdom of Israel was the first of the two 
kingdoms (Israel and Judah) to fall, when it was conquered by 
the Assyrian monarchs, Tiglath-Pileser III (Pul) and 
Shalmaneser V. The captivities began in approximately 734-732 
BC.

The later Assyrian kings Sargon II and his son and successor, 
Sennacherib, finished the demise of Israel's northern ten-tribe 
kingdom. In 724 BC, nearly ten years after the initial 
deportations, the capital city of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 
Samaria, was finally taken by Sargon II.
The tribes exiled by Assyria later became known as the Ten Lost 
Tribes of Israel, as, unlike the Kingdom of Judah which was able 
to return from its Babylonian Captivity, the ten tribes of the 
Northern Kingdom never had a foreign edict granting permission 
to return to Israel and rebuild their homeland.
The Assyrians brought Gentiles to live in the land of Israel and 
fill it.
The Southern Kingdom — BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY AND 
FALL OF THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH 
The Babylonian captivity (or Babylonian exile) is the period in 
Jewish history during which a number of Jews of the Kingdom of 
Judah were captives in Babylon.
In the late 7th century BC, the Kingdom of Judah was a client 
state of the Assyrian empire. In the last decades of the century, 
Assyria was overthrown by Babylon, an Assyrian province.
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, plundered Jerusalem and its 
Temple and took king Jehoiachin (also called Jeconiah), his 
court and other prominent citizens (including the prophet 
Ezekiel) back to Babylon. Jehoiakim's uncle Zedekiah was 
appointed king in his place.
Despite God's warnings and call to repentance through His 
prophet Jeremiah, Zedekiah revolted against Babylon, to which 
Nebuchadnezzar returned and besieged Jerusalem, resulting in 
the city's destruction in 586 BC. Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the 
city wall and the Temple, together with the houses of the most 
important citizens. King Zedekiah was blinded and taken to 
Babylon with many others. 

http://www.jesuswalk.com/isaiah/maps.htm
https://biblehub.com/timeline/old.htm
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Judah became a Babylonian province, called Yehud Medinata 
(Judah Province), putting an end to the independent Kingdom of 
Judah.
RETURN OF THE EXILES TO ISRAEL
The books of Ezra and Nehemiah (one book in the Hebrew 
Bible) trace the story of the return of the exiled Jewish people to 
the land of Israel after the 70-year exile in Babylonia. 
Zerubbabel (Ezra chapters 1-6) led the earliest return, dated 
approximately 537 BC, and Ezra and Nehemiah led later returns 
(Ezra chapters 7-10).
The book of Ezra divides into the ministries of Zerubbabel and 
Ezra. Both of these men led expeditions of Hebrew captives 
back to the Holy Land from Babylon. Zerubbabel was from the 
tribe of Judah and a descendant of King David and thus of the 
royal line. Ezra descended from the tribe of Levi and was 
therefore a priest. 
This implies that in the work of any restoration both a king and a 
priest are needed. The work of the king is to build, or in this 
case, to rebuild and the work of the priest is to cleanse. 
Restoration in an individual's life always requires these two 
ministries. We need to cleanse our heart through recognition 
and repentance of our sins and rebuild our life on Truth and on 
God's Law. In this New Testament era all believing Christians 
who obey God's Commandments are both kings and priests; 
they recognize the kingship and lordship of Jesus Christ and 
they see in Him their High Priest.
After the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 
538 BC, exiled Jews began to return to the land of Judah. King 
Cyrus the Great ended the exile of the Jewish people in 537 BC, 
the year after he conquered Babylonia, granting permission to 
return to Israel and rebuild the Temple (Second Temple 521-516 
BC) under Zerubbabel. The return of the exiles was a gradual 
process rather than a single event and many of the deportees 
and their descendants did not return.
  

Slide 21)  Isaiah 39: 3-5 ESV Isaiah Investigates Hezekiah’s 
Indiscretion
Slide 21) Captivity Of Israel’s Two Kingdoms 
Northern Israeli Kingdom (NIK) was conquered by Assyria from 
734-724 B.C. and the inhabitant Israelites were dispersed 
throughout the Assyrian Empire 

Southern Israeli Kingdom (SIK) was conquered by Babylon circa 
586 B.C. and the inhabitant Israelites were dispersed 
throughout the Babylonian Empire 

The Medo-Persian King, Cyrus The Great, conquers Babylon, 
inheriting the Israelite exiles, whom God prompts him to return 
to their native land, per Ezra 1: 1-4 

1. Like the two Books of King, the two Books of Chronicles 
formed originally a single work, the separation of which into two 
"books" is referable to the Septuagint translators, whose division 
was adopted by Jerome, and from whom it passed to the 
various branches of the Western Church. In the Hebrew Bibles 
the title of the work means literally "the daily acts" or 
"occurrences," a title originally applied to the accounts of the 
reigns of the several kings, but afterward applied to general 
works made up from these particular narratives.
The Septuagint translators substituted one which they regarded 
as more suitable to the contents of the work and the position 
that it occupies among the historical books of the Bible. This 
was Paraleipomena, or "the things omitted " - a name intended 
to imply that Chronicles was supplementary to Samuel and 
Kings, written, i. e., mainly for the purpose of supplying the 
omissions of the earlier history.
The English title, "Chronicles," (derived from the Vulgate) is a 
term primarily significative of time; but in practical use it 
designates a simple and primitive style of history rather than 
one in which the chronological element is peculiarly prominent.
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2. The "Book of Chronicles" stands in a position unlike that 
occupied by any other book of the Old Testament. It is historical, 
yet not new history. The writer traverses ground that has been 
already trodden by others.
His purpose in so doing is sufficiently indicated by the practical 
object he had in view, namely, that of meeting the special 
difficulties of his own day. The people had lately returned from 
the captivity and had rebuilt the temple; but they had not yet 
gathered up the threads of the old national life, broken by the 
captivity. They were therefore reminded, in the first place, of 
their entire history, of the whole past course of mundane events, 
and of the position which they themselves held among the 
nations of the earth. This was done, curtly and drily, but 
sufficiently, by genealogies, which have always possessed a 
special attraction for Orientals. They were then more especially 
reminded of their own past as an organized nation - a settled 
people with a religion which has a fixed home in the center of 
the nation's life.
It was the strong conviction of the writer that the whole future 
prosperity of his countrymen was bound up with the 
preservation of the temple service, with the proper maintenance 
of the priests and Levites, the regular establishment of the 
"courses," and the rightful distribution of the several 
ministrations of the temple among the Levitical families. He 
therefore drew the attention of his countrymen to the past 
history of the temple, under David, Solomon, and the later kings 
of Judah; pointing out that in almost every instance temporal 
rewards and punishments followed in exact accordance with the 
attitude in which the king placed himself toward the national 
religion. Such a picture of the past, a sort of condensed view of 
the entire previous history, written in the idiom of the day, with 
frequent allusions to recent events, and with constant reiteration 
of the moral intended to be taught, was calculated to affect the 
newly returned and still unsettled people far more strongly and 
deeply than the old narratives. The Book of Chronicles bridged 
over, so to speak, the gulf which separated the nation after, from 
the nation before, the captivity: it must have helped greatly to 

restore the national life, to revive hope and encourage high 
aspirations by showing to the nation that its fate was in its own 
hands, and that religious faithfulness would be certain to secure 
the divine blessing.
3. That the Book of Chronicles was composed after the return 
from the captivity is evident, not only from its closing passage, 
but from other portions of it.
The evidence of style accords with the evidence furnished by 
the contents. The phraseology is similar to that of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Esther, all books written after the exile. It has 
numerous Aramaean forms and at least one word derived from 
the Persian. The date cannot therefore well be earlier than 538 
B.C., but may be very considerably later. The very close 
connection of style between Chronicles and Ezra, makes it 
probable that they were composed at the same time, if not even 
by the same person. If Ezra was the author, as so many think, 
the date could not well be much later than 435 B.C., for Ezra 
probably died about that time. There is nothing in the contents 
or style of the work to make the date 450-435 B.C. improbable; 
for the genealogy in 1 Chronicles 3:23-24, which appears to be 
later than this, may be a subsequent addition.
4. The writer of Chronicles cites, as his authorities, works of two 
distinct classes:
(a) His most frequent reference is to a general history - the 
"Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah," This was a compilation 
from the two histories constantly mentioned in Kings - the "book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel," and the "book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah," which it had been found 
convenient to unite into one.
(b) The other works cited by him were 12-part or 13-part 
histories, the works of prophets who dealt with particular 
portions of the national annals. Of none of these works is the 
exact character known to us; but the manner in which they are 
cited makes it probable that for the most part they treated with 
some fullness the history - especially the religious history - of 
the times of their authors. They may be regarded as 
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independent compositions - monographs upon the events of 
their times, written by individual prophets, of which occasionally 
one was transferred, not into our "Books of Kings," but into the 
"book of the kings of Israel and Judah;" while the remainder 
existed for some centuries side by side with the "Book of the 
Kings," and furnished to the writer of Chronicles much of the 
special information which he conveys to us.
There is also ample proof that the writer made use of the whole 
of the earlier historical Scriptures, and especially of the Books of 
Samuel and Kings, such as we have them. The main sources of 
1 Chronicles 1-8, are the earlier Scriptures from Genesis to 
Ruth, supplemented by statements drawn from private sources, 
such as the genealogies of families, and numerous important 
points of family history, carefully preserved by the "chiefs of the 
fathers" in almost all the Israelite tribes; a main source of 1 
Chronicles 10-27 is Samuel; and a source, though scarcely a 
main source, of 2 Chronicles 1-36 is Kings (compare the 
marginal references and notes). But the writer has always some 
further authority besides these; and there is no section of the 
Jewish history, from the death of Saul to the fall of Jerusalem, 
which he has not illustrated with new facts, drawn from some 
source which has perished.
6. The abrupt termination of Chronicles, in the middle of a 
sentence, is an unanswerable argument against its having come 
down to us in the form in which it was originally written.

Slide 22)  Slide 22) Map Of Persian Empire Ruled By The 
Conquerer Cyrus, The Great Who Authorizes Israelites To 
Return To Their Homeland, Per Ezra 1: 1-4    
Slide 23) Part 2 Assyria ASSUMES Hezekiah ASSAULTED 
God When He Tore Down He High Places of Idol Worship
Our Ignorance is Satan’s BLISS Satan is please that 185,000 
Assyrians die   
Isaiah 36: 7But If You Say To Me, “We Trust In The Lord Our 
God,” Is It Not He Whose High Places And Altars Hezekiah Has 

Removed, Saying To Judah And To Jerusalem, “You Shall 
Worship Before This Altar”?

Ignorance of Who God Is means we perish because of a lack of 
knowledge (Assyria will lose 185,000 soldiers over night 
because of this ignorance

According to the account in 2 Kings 19 (and its derivative 
account in 2 Chronicles 32) an angel of God fell on the Assyrian 
army and 185,000 of its men were killed in one night. 

"Like Xerxes in Greece, Sennacherib never recovered from the 
shock of the disaster in Judah. He made no more expeditions 
against either Southern Palestine or Egypt."[12][26]

Slide 24a) Isa 36: 7 Assyria Is Ignorant of How God Says He 
Wants To Be Worshipped Assumes High Places and Altars 
Hezekiah Has Removed, Saying to Judah and to Jer …
When Hezekiah showed emissaries of Babylon the SIK of 
Judah’s treasure & security system …

• Hezekiah tore down (DESTROYED) the high places of IDOL 
worship (2 Cor 6:14-18) 

- 2 Cor. 6: 14-18 14Do not be unequally yoked with 
unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 
15What accord has Christ with Belial?b Or what portion does 
a believer share with an unbeliever? 16What agreement has 
the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among 
them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.17Therefore go out from their midst, and 
be separate from them, says the Lord,  and touch no 
unclean thing; then I will welcome you, 18and I will be a 
father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, 
says the Lord Almighty.”
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• Is. 36-37 Assyria Assumes Hezekiah Assaulted God when 
He tore down the high places of idol worship.  

• Assyria is IGNORANT of who The israeli God of The Bible 
Is! 

• Since people PERISH because of a lack of knowledge (Hos. 
4:6), in Is. 37:36, Assyria will lose 185,000 soldiers in one 
night! 

  
Slide Slide 24b) Hos 4:6 Contains A Chilling Warning About 
Children 
Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; 
because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a 
priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God,
I Also Will Forget Your Children.

Slide 25) God Calls Us To Stand Against Enemies & Only 
Comply With Them in Judgement 

• Jeremiah 29:20 When being Judged, God says go to Baby-
lon and it will be WELL with you. Be fruitful & multiply there 
(Read Jeremiah 29) 

• Micah 4:10  Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, like a 
woman in labor, for now you shall go out from the city and 
dwell in the open country; you shall go to Babylon. There you 
shall be rescued; there the LORD will redeem you from the 
hand of your enemies.

• xxx
Slide 26) Point 3 Is 37-38 Hezekiah Fails The Success Test 
Of Surviving The Assyrian Assault & A Near Death 
Experience But …He Shows Babylonian Spies Judah’s/
Israels State Secrets - The Treasury & Armory  
Is. 39:3-5 Isaiah Investigates Hezekiah’s  INDISCRETION of 
showing his treasury & armory to Babylonian spies

Slide 27)  Isa 39: When Hezekiah Helped Babylon See 
Judah’s Treasure & Security System …

• he succumbs to FLATTERY & gifts 

• he FAILS the success tests of SURVIVING Assyria’s assault 
& a near death experience

• he FOOLISHLY failed to consult the Lord through His 
prophet, Isaiah — who represents the “Living Word” of God. 

• In Christ we have the internal Holy Spirit GUIDANCE sys-
tem. 

• he FOISTS the next generation into failure & judgement  
(Isaiah 39: 6-8)

(Slide 28) Point 4 Hezekiah Hobbles The Next Generation
Is. 39: 7And some of your own sons, … whom you will father, 
shall be taken away, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of 
the king of Babylon.” 8Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word 
of the LORD that you have spoken is good.” For he thought, 
“There will be peace and security in my days.”
Hezekiah said “The word of the LORD is good” that his next 
generation will be judged “For he thought, “There will be 
peace and security in my days.”
Hezekiah said this because he …
a) served God, b) was sacrificial, c) served his son , d) was self-
centered  
Slide 29)  Getting Consistency With God in the Next 
Generation Is Challenging Because …  ESV
 Judges 2:10 the new generation grew up neither knowing the 
LORD nor what he had done for Israel/ the nation. 

• New generations demand a sign (MIRACLE) but God 
want them to listen to prophets like Jonah (Mark 8:12, 
Luke 11:29) 

- Mark 8:12 Jesus sighed deeply in His spirit and said, "Why 
does this generation demand a sign? ...... He sighed deeply 
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and said, "Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I 
tell you, no sign will be given to it." When he heard this …

- Luke 11:29 As the crowds were increasing, Jesus said, "This 
is a wicked generation. It demands a ..... As the crowds 
increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks 
for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.

• Each generation must commend God to teach the next. 
(Commend = to address in a loud tone, that pacifies 
(quells anger & brings peace & promotes praise) 
(Ps.79:13, 145:4, 100:5)

- Psalm 145:4 One generation will commend Your works to 
the next, and will proclaim Your mighty ...... One generation 
commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty 
acts. Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; 
let them proclaim your power. 

- Psalm 79:13 Then we Your people, the sheep of Your 
pasture, will thank You forever; from ...... Then we your 
people, the sheep of your pasture, will praise you forever; 
from generation to generation we will proclaim your praise. 
Then we your people, the sheep of your …

- Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good, and His loving devotion 
endures forever; His faithfulness ... For the LORD is good 
and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations. For the LORD is good. His unfailing 
love continues forever, and his faithfulness continues ...

• God expects each generation to be successful at 
fulfilling the Great Commission, as God extends His 
mercy to those who fear Him from generation to 
generation (Ex. 3:15, Ex. 34:7, Dan. 4: 3 & 34, Ps. 90:1 & 
119:90 Lk. 1:50) 

- Exodus 3:15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people 
of Israel: ‘The LORD,… the God of Abraham,… Isaac, and 
… Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and 
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.

- Exodus 34:7 maintaining loving devotion to a thousand 
generations, forgiving iniquity, ...... punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation." I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations.

- Daniel 4:3 How great are His signs, how mighty His 
wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; ..... , how 
mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his 
dominion endures from generation to generation. How great 
are his signs, how powerful his wonders! His kingdom will …

- Daniel 4:34 But at the end of those days I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
looked up to heaven, and my sanity ...... glorified him who 
lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his 
kingdom endures from generation to generation. "After this 
time had passed, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to … 

- Psalm 90:1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place through 
all generations.... of Moses the man of God. Lord, you have 
been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Lord, 
through all the generations you have been our home! Lord, 
you have .

- Psalm 119:90 Your faithfulness continues through all 
generations; You established the earth, and ...... Your 
faithfulness continues through all generations; you 
established the earth, and it endures. Your faithfulness 
extends to every generation, as enduring as the earth you 
created. Your faithfulness endures .

- Luke 1:50 His mercy extends to those who fear Him, from 
generation to generation. His mercy extends to those who 
fear him, from generation to generation. He shows mercy 
from generation to generation to all who fear him. And his 
mercy is for those who … xxxx    

Slide 30)  Each Generation Must Grapple To Get & Keep the 
Next One on Track…
We must maintain a WARTIME posture towards the world — — 
Exodus 17:16 The LORD will have war with Amalek from 
generation to generation.”
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• PEOPLE Who Challenge Christianity Must Be 
CONFRONTED— Isaiah 51: 7-8 7“Listen to me, you who 
know righteousness, … in whose heart is my law; fear not 
the reproach of man, nor be dismayed at their revilings …but 
my righteousness will be forever, and my salvation to all 
generations.” 

We are Looking To The Goodness of God’s Grace To 
Restore Our Generations!
Slide X)  Isaiah Xxx ESV
 xxxx    
Slide X)  Isaiah Xxx ESV
 xxxx    
Slide X)  Isaiah Xxx ESV
 xxxx    
Slide X)  Isaiah Xxx ESV
 xxxx    
Slide X)  Isaiah Xxx ESV
 xxxx 
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Isaiah #15 Chapters 36-39 
Hezekiah Humbles Himself But Hobbles The Next Genera-
tion 

Chuck Missler Commentary on Is. 36-39 

https://youtu.be/AdrE9KLY59c

Covers the history of 2Kings 18:13-21:26 & 2Chronicles 32-33 
Many prophets were like John The Baptist, rugged men of the 
hills. 
Isaiah … 
— sat at the kings’ court. 
— well educated 
— uses the largest vocabulary of any book in the Bible = more 
unique words, which =’s more precise meaning of the more 
concepts stated. 
WHICH LANGUAGE HAS THE MOST WORDS 
https://thelanguagedoctors.org/which-language-has-more-
words/ By The Language Doctors 

The issue of which language has the most words is a difficult 
one to answer. Even linguists are attempting to avoid it. Besides 
its simplicity, this is not a simple query, and trying to answer it 
isn’t easy.
The actual number of words in each of the world’s languages is 
unknown. Some claim that English has the most words. Simul-
taneously, others argue that the number of words in specific 
Semitic languages, such as Arabic, is in the millions.
English is a common foreign language in many countries. It’s 
also a language that has absorbed thousands of words from 
other languages. It allows native English speakers to use differ-
ent words.
This is believed due to Viking and Norman invasions of England. 
And colonialism besides waves of the invention. That added 
several foreign words to the English lexicon. New words are in-

https://youtu.be/AdrE9KLY59c
https://youtu.be/AdrE9KLY59c
https://thelanguagedoctors.org/which-language-has-more-words/
https://thelanguagedoctors.org/which-language-has-more-words/
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troduced every day to English, which is now the lingua franca in 
our global community.
Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis is the longest 
word in the English language (45 letters).

English language has approx. 450,000 words, and as long as 
Americans keep creating things, like roller blades, six sigma, 
etc… our language will keep growing. Other nations cultures 
have anywhere from 1,100, 300 words in Korean to 330,000 
words in German and 135,000 in French according to Wikipedia  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dictionaries_by_num-
ber_of_words 
— uses more literary devices than any other book of the Bible.  

Isaiah is CALLED & CLEANSED for salvation & service in chap-
ter 6., where he gets 3 VISIONS:
1. of GOD who is high and lifted up, and Hos train fills the 

temple.
2. Of SELF  = a man of unclean lips God is light, and being in 

HIS presence reveals our darkness/sin. We appropriately 
respond by agreeing with the Holy Spirit and confessing 
we are sinful. 1 John 1:9. God touches Isaiah’s lips and 
cleanses him. 

3. Of his CALL to be a prophet to the SIK. Is. 1: prophesies 
through the reign of 3 kings

Dispelling The 3 Isaiah Theories 

Because of the varied nature of the themes and linguistic styles 
deployed in the large book of Isaiah, so-called scholars say 
three different people wrote under the name of Isaiah. They as 
robe chapters 1-xx whatever’s to the 1st Isaiah; the next set of 

chapters to the 2nd Isaiah , and the remaining chapters to then3 
rd Isaiah.
This all can be dispelled by Jesus’ own words in John 12:37-xx 
where Jesus quotes from Isaiah 53…” whom has believed our 
report…” 
John 12:40Jesus quotes from or makes a reference to Isaiah 6 
and John 12:39 stays the same Isaiah wrote Is. 6 and Is. 53!  
Significant to note is how the Holy Spirit anticipated every 
heresy and heads it off at the pass, if you know enough Scrip-
ture to refute them.  
 
Isaiah prophesied through the reigns of 
1. Ahaz an unfaithful King
2. Hezekiah a faithful king, who tire down idols and the high 

places groves and reestabliished Biblical worship 
3. Manasseh. 
The Talmud records Isaiah was murdered by  Hezekiah’s son, 
Manasseh, a ruthless, evil king, who rebuilt the temples of false 
worship , and it is his assassination of Isaiah is recorded in He-
brews in the reference “being sawn asunder 

Isaiah prophesied through the rise & reigns of the Assyrian su-
per power, 
The Babylonian super power and …
His prophesies were key understanding how God was going yo 
use the Median-Persian super power, about 150 years later- as 
God said Cyrus would commit to God’s plan to end Israel’s 70 
years captivity. 

The Assyrians were up to a point UnDEFEATED, which they at-
tributed we to the power of their god, the moon god symbolized 
by the CRESCENT moon, the tradition of which is carried on by 
Islam today, which like Assyria has hatred for Israel.  Note: 2 bil-
lion Muslims from diverse countries and backgrounds are united 
in hatred & opposition to Israel.  
Is. 37:11-12. 11Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyr-
ia have done to all lands, devoting them to destruction. And 
shall you be delivered? 12Have the gods of the nations deliv-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dictionaries_by_number_of_words
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dictionaries_by_number_of_words
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-12.htm
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ered them, the nations that my fathers destroyed, Gozan, Ha-
ran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in Telassar?  
America Is Being Sieged by … 
Border Insecurity
Common Core Education 
Critical Race Theory 
The False Sanctity of Safety via the COVID Canard 
Transgenderism  
5 of those are direct attacks on children, as Satan’s plan to 
CAPTURE the Next Generation. 

Senacarrid means “sin is multiplied among our brothers. Sin 
means “missing the mark / standards God establishes 

Can’t Comply Your Way Out of Tyranny. 
Hezekiah tries bribery - paying Assyria tribute, which just pro-
vides the enemy with more resources. It’s cooperating with your 
own persecution and demise. 
KH tries making an alliance with Egypt, which God says, “Don’t 
do.”

Is. 36:1-
The fortified cities outer parts of the Southern Israeli Kingdom 
are seiged and fall. Conquering fortified cities was a gruesomely 
painful business, where you were starved out of existence or 
into surrendering. 

Being Sieged Is A Bitterly Gruesome Scenario that involves 
erecting barriers so no one leaves the city, and you are starved 
out, and resort to drinking your own urine and cannibalism of 
your own children

Is. 23:13-18 
Tyre was stepped bare by Assyria, but God restores it to exploit 
and hand over its wealth to the righteous 

13Behold the land of the Chaldeans! This is the people that was 
not;d Assyria destined it for wild beasts. They erected their 

siege towers, they stripped her palaces bare, they made her a 
ruin.
14Wail, O ships of Tarshish, 
for your stronghold is laid waste.

The Rabshakeha = The Chief Commanding Field Officer of the 
vast Assyrian Army. 

When Reb says in Is. 36:5 5Do you think that mere WORDS are 
strategy and power for war? In whom do you now trust, that you 
have rebelled against me? He’s referring to …. 
a) KH’s Treaty with Egypt
b) prayer 
c) KH’s defiance
d) KH’s hope for appeasement 

Is. 37:11 God says through Isaiah, Assyria conquered lands 
DEVOTED to DESTRUCTION, meaning 
a) Assyria always did what God wants
b) Assyria perfectly aligns with God’s will, and is so in tune with 
God that it is the perfect vessel for Him to use as His sword of 
judgement. 
c) God used Assyria as His sword of judgement on idol wor-
shipping nations
d) God is sovereign and maintains authority over national and 
world affairs 
e) Because of separation of church and state, God never inter-
vened in the affairs of men or nations
Isaiah represents
a) the anointed prophet/ messenger 
b) the trusted advisor to King Hezekiah 
c) the living Word of God 
d) a conspirator with Assyria to weaken and deceive Israel
says 
Is. 37:14-20     14Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of 
the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up to the 
house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15And 
Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: 16“O LORD of hosts, God of Is-

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/23-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/23-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/23-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/36-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-16.htm
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rael, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the God, you 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven 
and earth. 17Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open your 
eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all the words of Sennacherib, 
which he has sent to mock the living God. 18Truly, O LORD, the 
kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their lands, 
19and have cast their gods into the fire. For they were no gods, 
but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. Therefore they 
were destroyed. 20So now, O LORD our God, save us from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you 
alone are the LORD.”

Reb asks “On what do you rest this trust of yours? 5Do you 
think that mere words are strategy and power for war?”  
He challenges TRUSTING GOD & PRAYER to Jehovah.  

 Rabshakeha rightly comprehends that Hezekiah has torn down 
idols, but he misinterprets the data because he fails to under-
stand God’s CONTEXT for Israel, that they must worship only 
the one true God.  It’s like people commending us for being Bib-
lically patriotic, but wanting us to include praying to Mary and 
saints to rescue our nation.  They don’t understand God’s con-
text for America, which is the same one for Israel: worship idols 
and I overthrow your nation. 

Baal later is called Mars, the “god of war” Rabshakeha, the most 
powerful guy of the most powerful army doesn’t understand that 
Hezekiah led Israel to reject false gods as a demonstration of 
reliance upon the One &!Only TRUE God! 

Israeli delegation was instructed to receive what Rabshakeha 
had to s at ay, but don’t respond. They return to KH and 
1. Tear their clothes = expression of deep anguish, the fist 

step to removing clothes and exchanging them for sack 
cloth and ashes. 

2. Note Priests were not to tear their clothes, but maintain a 
faithful composure before the Lord! 

3. Chapter 37 Hezekiah’s Humble Response is to put on sack 
cloth and ashes and go into the temple which is the peo-
ple’s public prayer closet. Psalm 50:15 14Offer to God a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving,b 
and perform your vows to the Most High, 
15and call upon me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”

4. 16But to the wicked God says: 
“What right have you to recite my statutes 
or take my covenant on your lips?  
17For you hate discipline, 
and you cast my words behind you. 

Rom 8:28 
Psalm 55:22 

Reb of Assyria Makes the MISTAKE & Will Pay for Mocking God
Is. 37:23-24 
23“‘Whom have you mocked and reviled?  
Against whom have you raised your voice  
and lifted your eyes to the heights?  
Against the Holy One of Israel! 
24By your servants you have mocked the Lord,

God will discipline Assyria with Babylon which at this time is a 
conquered and destroyed outpost, per Isaiah 23:13 

New International Version
Look at the land of the Babylonians, this people that is now of 
no account! The Assyrians have made it a place for desert crea-
tures; they raised up their siege towers, they stripped its 
fortresses bare and turned it into a ruin.

New Living Translation
Look at the land of Babylonia— the people of that land are 
gone! The Assyrians have handed Babylon over to the wild ani-
mals of the desert. They have built siege ramps against its 
walls, torn down its palaces, and turned it to a heap of rubble.

http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/36-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/50-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/50-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/50-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/50-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-23.htm
http://biblehub.com/isaiah/37-24.htm
https://biblehub.com/niv/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/nlt/isaiah/23.htm
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English Standard Version
Behold the land of the Chaldeans! This is the people that was 
not; Assyria destined it for wild beasts. They erected their siege 
towers, they stripped her palaces bare, they made her a ruin.

Berean Study Bible
Look at the land of the Chaldeans—a people now of no account. 
The Assyrians destined it for the desert creatures; they set up 
their siege towers and stripped its palaces. They brought it to 
ruin.

King James Bible
Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till the 
Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness: they 
set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces thereof; 
and he brought it to ruin.

New King James Version
Behold, the land of the Chaldeans, This people which was not; 
Assyria founded it for wild beasts of the desert. They set up its 
towers, They raised up its palaces, And brought it to ruin.

New American Standard Bible
Behold, the land of the Chaldeans—this is the people that did 
not exist; Assyria allocated it for desert creatures—they erected 
their siege towers, they stripped its palaces, they made it a ruin.

NASB 1995
Behold, the land of the Chaldeans— this is the people which 
was not; Assyria appointed it for desert creatures— they erected 
their siege towers, they stripped its palaces, they made it a ruin.

NASB 1977 
Behold, the land of the Chaldeans—this is the people which was 
not; Assyria appointed it for desert creatures— they erected 
their siege towers, they stripped its palaces, they made it a ruin.

Amplified Bible

Now look at the land of the Chaldeans (Babylonia)—this is the 
people which was not; the Assyrians allocated Tyre for desert 
creatures—they set up their siege towers, they stripped its 
palaces, they made it a ruin.

Christian Standard Bible
Look at the land of the Chaldeans — a people who no longer 
exist. Assyria destined it for desert creatures. They set up their 
siege towers and stripped its palaces. They made it a ruin. 

Is. 38 Calvin

Every person, when he must depart from this life, ought to testi-
fy that he pays regard to his duty, and that he provides even for 
the future interests of his family. But his chief care ought to be, 
not about testaments and heirs, but about promoting the salva-
tion of those whom the Lord has committed to his charge. 

When faced with the prospect of death we should do the follow-
ing in rank order 
— ____ get a lawyer and sue whoever is responsible 
— ____ make peace with God
— ____ provide instructions for our posterity 
—  ____  get adrenachrome to extend our life. 

Hezekiah turned his face to the wall because 
a) He does not break out into rage or indignation like unbeliev-
ers, 
b) bears this affliction patiently. 
c) He debates with God, as if he had already endured enough of 
distresses from enemies, and ought not to be again chastised 
so severely by a new kind of afflictions. d) displays patience, not 
merely in a single instance to endure patiently any distress, but 
to persevere to the end, and always to be prepared for enduring 
new troubles, but, above all, to bow to the judgments of God in 

https://biblehub.com/esv/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/bsb/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/kjv/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/nkjv/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb_/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/nasb77/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/amp/isaiah/23.htm
https://biblehub.com/csb/isaiah/23.htm
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calm silence, and not to murmur at his severity, though it appear 
to be great; 
e) overwhelmed by shame and grief, as if he shunned the face 
of men, he summons up his energy, and turns wholly to God, so 
as to rely entirely upon him.  
as David acknowledges that "he was dumb, because he saw 
that he had to deal with God." (Psalm 39:9.)

Hezekiah, therefore, does not turn away his face, as if he were 
overwhelmed, or as if he bitterly and obstinately rejected the 
message that had been brought to him, but in this manner 
sharpens his eagerness for prayer. That he does not present his 
prayers openly, as when he formerly went up into the temple, 
followed by the rest of the multitude, (Isaiah 37:14,) is an indica-
tion of the deepest anxiety, as if grief had seized his whole 
frame. Yet it is a remarkable pattern of piety, that, when he has 
received the sentence of death, he does not cease to call upon 
God.

These words, Thou shalt die, and shalt not live, tended not only 
to startle him, but deeply to wound and pierce his heart, as if 
God were rushing upon him in a hostile manner to destroy him. 
It was an alarming token of wrath to be thrown headlong out of 
life in the very flower of his age, and to be cast out of the world, 
as if he were unworthy of the society of men; and therefore he 
had to contend not only with death, but with hell itself and with 
frightful torments.
Hezekiah is not perfect, but he’s not a hypocrite either.  
The Hebrew word slm, (shalem,) which is translated perfect, 
means nothing else than integrity as contrasted with hypocrisy, 

Violate 10 Cmd #3 
pretended holiness, which is as it were a profanation of his 
name, provokes his anger; and, because "he is a Spirit," (John 
4:24,) he justly demands spiritual obedience, and declares that 
he abhors "a double heart." (Psalm 12:2.) Most properly, there-
fore, does Hezekiah be

     if we desire that God shall approve of our conduct. We must 
do nothing but what is agreeable to his command; for, as he re-
jects and condemns all the pageantry of which hypocrites boast, 
so he likewise reckons of no value all the false worship in which 
foolish men weary themselves in vain, while they labor to obtain 
his favor by disregarding his word. Accordingly, Hezekiah, who 
knew that "obedience is of greater value than sacrifice," (1 
Samuel 15:22,) says not only that he ran, (which is often done in 
a disorderly manner,) but that he regulated his life in obedience 
to God, who alone is competent to judge. Hence we may con-
clude how great was his earnestness in prayer; for though he 
sees on every hand nothing but the tokens of God's anger, yet 
he does not cease to fly to him, and to exercise faith, which all 
believers ought earnestly and diligently to do amidst the heavi-
est afflictions.  

4. Then came the word of Jehovah. Isaiah had departed, leav-
ing the sting, as the saying is, in the wound, reckoning as aban-
doned him on whom he had pronounced sentence in the name 
of God himself. Yet with what trembling uneasiness he was tor-
mented, and even with what terror he was seized, may be partly 
learned from the song. What interval of time elapsed between 
the Prophet's departure and return we know not, but it is certain 
that the glad tidings of life were not brought until, after long and 
severe struggles, he perceived that he was utterly ruined; for it 
was a severe trial of faith that he should be kept plunged in 
darkness by the hiding of God's face. We have said that, while 
the doctrine of consolation was taken away, still the faith of the 
good king was not extinguished so as not to emit some sparks, 
because, by the secret influence of the Spirit, "groans that could 
not be uttered" (Romans 8:26) arose to God out of the gulf of 
sorrow. Hence also we conclude that, while "in the day of trou-
ble" (Psalm 50:15) God heareth believers, yet the favor of God 
does not all at once shine on them, but is purposely delayed till 
they are sincerely humbled. And if a king so eminent in piety 
needed almost to suffer anguish, that he might be more power-
fully excited to seek the favor of God, and, being almost wasted 
by grief, might groan from hell to God; let us not wonder if he 
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sometimes permits us for a time to be agitated by fears and 
perplexities, and delays longer to bestow consolation in answer 
to our prayers.
But it may be thought strange that God, having uttered a sen-
tence, should soon afterwards be moved, as it were, by repen-
tance to reverse it; for nothing is more at variance with his na-
ture than a change of purpose. I reply, while death was threat-
ened against Hezekiah, still God had not decreed it, but deter-
mined in this manner to put to the test the faith of Hezekiah. We 
must, therefore, suppose a condition to be implied in that 
threatening; for otherwise Hezekiah would not have altered, by 
repentance or prayer, the irreversible decree of God. But the 
Lord threatened him in the same manner as he threatened Ger-
ar for carrying off Sarah, (Genesis 20:3,) and as he threatened 
the Ninevites. (Jonah 1:2; and 3:4.)
Again, it will be objected, that it appears to be inconsistent with 
the nature of God to threaten what he does not intend to exe-
cute, and that it takes away…

CALVIN’s COMMENTARY 

2. Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall. He now relates the 
manner in which Hezekiah was affected when he received this 
message, that we may see his piety and faith. He does not 
break out into rage or indignation like unbelievers, but bears this 
affliction patiently. He does not debate with God, as if he had 
already endured enough of distresses from enemies, and ought 
not to be again chastised so severely by a new kind of 
afflictions. And this is true patience, not merely in a single 
instance to endure patiently any distress, but to persevere to the 
end, and always to be prepared for enduring new troubles, but, 
above all, to bow to the judgments of God in calm silence, and 
not to murmur at his severity, though it appear to be great; as 
David acknowledges that "he was dumb, because he saw that 
he had to deal with God." (Psalm 39:9.)
And such is the import of "turning the face to the wall;" for, in 
consequence of being overwhelmed by shame and grief, as if 
he shunned the face of men, he summons up his energy, and 

turns wholly to God, so as to rely entirely upon him. The mere 
attitude, indeed, is immaterial; but it is of very great importance 
to us, that nothing should be presented to our eyes or senses 
which would drag us away from prayer, that we may pour out 
our desires more freely before God. We are naturally unsteady, 
and easily drawn aside; and therefore we cannot be too diligent 
in fixing our attention. If we must pray in public, we are 
restrained by shame, lest, if we manifest excessive vehemence, 
we should be thought to do so for the sake of ostentation; or we 
are afraid of falling into improper attitudes; and therefore we 
ought to remove everything that would lead us aside.
Hezekiah, therefore, does not turn away his face, as if he were 
overwhelmed, or as if he bitterly and obstinately rejected the 
message that had been brought to him, but in this manner 
sharpens his eagerness for prayer. That he does not present his 
prayers openly, as when he formerly went up into the temple, 
followed by the rest of the multitude, (Isaiah 37:14,) is an 
indication of the deepest anxiety, as if grief had seized his whole 
frame. Yet it is a remarkable pattern of piety, that, when he has 
received the sentence of death, he does not cease to call upon 
God.
These words, Thou shalt die, and shalt not live, tended not only 
to startle him, but deeply to wound and pierce his heart, as if 
God were rushing upon him in a hostile manner to destroy him. 
It was an alarming token of wrath to be thrown headlong out of 
life in the very flower of his age, and to be cast out of the world, 
as if he were unworthy of the society of men; and therefore he 
had to contend not only with death, but with hell itself and with 
frightful torments.
Hence it follows that he attached to the Prophet's words more 
meaning than they actually conveyed; for, although he could not 
all at once disentangle himself, yet the Holy Spirit suggested to 
his dark and confused heart "groanings that could not be 
uttered." (Romans 8:26) And indeed it would have been a 
foolish message if God had not supported him by secret 
influence, when he appeared to have been slain by the external 
voice of his servant. But since he would never have aimed at 
repentance if he had been seized with despair, the slaying came 
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first, and was next followed by that secret energy which 
dedicated the dead man to God.
3. And said, I beseech thee, Jehovah. He appears here to 
expostulate with God, and to remonstrate with him about his 
own past life, as if he were undeservedly distressed; but the 
case is far otherwise. On the contrary, he strengthens and 
fortifies himself against a heavy and dangerous temptation, 
which might otherwise have been suggested. For the great 
severity with which the Lord chastised him might lead him to 
think that the Lord had cast off, forsaken, and disapproved him, 
and had rejected all that he had formerly done. On this account 
he strengthens and encourages himself, and declares that 
whatever he did was done by him with a good conscience. In 
short, he concludes that, although he must die, still his services 
have not been displeasing to God, that he may thus open up for 
himself a path to prayer and good hopes.
Remember now that I have walked before thee in truth. He does 
not plead his merits against God, or remonstrate with him in any 
respect, as if he were unjustly punished, but fortifies himself 
against a sore temptation, that he may not think that God is 
angry with him for correcting the vices and removing the 
corruptions which prevailed throughout the whole of his 
kingdom, and especially in regard to religion. Yet the Lord 
permits his people even to glory, in some degree, on account of 
their good actions, not that they may boast of their merits before 
him, but that they may acknowledge his benefits, and may be 
affected by the remembrance of them in such a manner as to be 
prepared for enduring everything patiently. But sometimes the 
unreasonable conduct of their enemies constrains them to holy 
boasting: that they may commend their good cause to their 
judge and avenger; as David boldly meets the wicked slanders 
of enemies by pleading his innocence before the judgment-seat 
of God. (Psalm 7:8; and 17:2.) But here Hezekiah intended to 
meet the craftiness of Satan, which believers feel, when, under 
the pretense of humility, he overwhelms them with despair; and 
therefore we ought earnestly to beware lest our hearts be 
swallowed up by grief.

With a perfect heart. We learn from his words what is the true 
rule of a pious life; and that is, when integrity of heart holds the 
first place, for nothing is more abhorred by God than when we 
endeavor to deceive either him or men by our hypocrisy. 
Although the eyes of men are dazzled by the splendor of worlds, 
yet pretended holiness, which is as it were a profanation of his 
name, provokes his anger; and, because "he is a Spirit," (John 
4:24,) he justly demands spiritual obedience, and declares that 
he abhors "a double heart." (Psalm 12:2.) Most properly, 
therefore, does Hezekiah begin with sincerity of heart. The 
Hebrew word slm, (shalem,) which is translated perfect, means 
nothing else than integrity as contrasted with hypocrisy, which is 
also evident from the use of the word truth; as Paul affirms that
"the end of the law is brotherly love, out of a pure heart and a 
good conscience and unfeigned faith." (1 Timothy 1:5.)
And have done what is good in thine eyes. He brings forward 
also the fruits which spring from an upright heart as from a root, 
not only to confirm himself, but likewise to confirm others, in 
reference to those things which might have given any occasion 
of offense. Hezekiah therefore did not hesitate or waver, but 
wished to take away what might have given offense to many 
persons. But again, it ought to be observed in what manner we 
must regulate our life, if we desire that God shall approve of our 
conduct. We must do nothing but what is agreeable to his 
command; for, as he rejects and condemns all the pageantry of 
which hypocrites boast, so he likewise reckons of no value all 
the false worship in which foolish men weary themselves in 
vain, while they labor to obtain his favor by disregarding his 
word. Accordingly, Hezekiah, who knew that "obedience is of 
greater value than sacrifice," (1 Samuel 15:22,) says not only 
that he ran, (which is often done in a disorderly manner,) but 
that he regulated his life in obedience to God, who alone is 
competent to judge. Hence we may conclude how great was his 
earnestness in prayer; for though he sees on every hand 
nothing but the tokens of God's anger, yet he does not cease to 
fly to him, and to exercise faith, which all believers ought 
earnestly and diligently to do amidst the heaviest afflictions.
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4. Then came the word of Jehovah. Isaiah had departed, 
leaving the sting, as the saying is, in the wound, reckoning as 
abandoned him on whom he had pronounced sentence in the 
name of God himself. Yet with what trembling uneasiness he 
was tormented, and even with what terror he was seized, may 
be partly learned from the song. What interval of time elapsed 
between the Prophet's departure and return we know not, but it 
is certain that the glad tidings of life were not brought until, after 
long and severe struggles, he perceived that he was utterly 
ruined; for it was a severe trial of faith that he should be kept 
plunged in darkness by the hiding of God's face. We have said 
that, while the doctrine of consolation was taken away, still the 
faith of the good king was not extinguished so as not to emit 
some sparks, because, by the secret influence of the Spirit, 
"groans that could not be uttered" (Romans 8:26) arose to God 
out of the gulf of sorrow. Hence also we conclude that, while "in 
the day of trouble" (Psalm 50:15) God heareth believers, yet the 
favor of God does not all at once shine on them, but is 
purposely delayed till they are sincerely humbled. And if a king 
so eminent in piety needed almost to suffer anguish, that he 
might be more powerfully excited to seek the favor of God, and, 
being almost wasted by grief, might groan from hell to God; let 
us not wonder if he sometimes permits us for a time to be 
agitated by fears and perplexities, and delays longer to bestow 
consolation in answer to our prayers.
But it may be thought strange that God, having uttered a 
sentence, should soon afterwards be moved, as it were, by 
repentance to reverse it; for nothing is more at variance with his 
nature than a change of purpose. I reply, while death was 
threatened against Hezekiah, still God had not decreed it, but 
determined in this manner to put to the test the faith of 
Hezekiah. We must, therefore, suppose a condition to be 
implied in that threatening; for otherwise Hezekiah would not 
have altered, by repentance or prayer, the irreversible decree of 
God. But the Lord threatened him in the same manner as he 
threatened Gerar for carrying off Sarah, (Genesis 20:3,) and as 
he threatened the Ninevites. (Jonah 1:2; and 3:4.)

Again, it will be objected, that it appears to be inconsistent with 
the nature of God to threaten what he does not intend to 
execute, and that it takes away from the authority of the word, 
and causes the promises and threatenings to have less weight. 
But what we have already said as to the sentence must likewise 
be maintained as to the form of the words. God threatened the 
death of Hezekiah, because he was unwilling that Hezekiah 
should die; and, indeed, it would have been unnecessary and 
even useless to predict it, if a remedy had not been provided. 
Now, as it was the purpose of God to humble his servant by fear 
and terror, that he might voluntarily condemn himself, and might 
thus escape punishment through prayer; so by harsh language 
and an absolute threatening of death, he intended to slay him, 
that, rising like a dead man out of the grave, he might feel that 
life had been restored to him. And thus we must suppose an 
implied condition to have been understood, which Hezekiah, if 
he did not immediately perceive it, yet afterwards in good time 
knew to have been added. Nor are we at liberty to infer from it 
that God used dissimulation by accommodating his discourse to 
the capacity and attainments of man; for it is no new thing if he 
"kill before he make alive." (Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6.) 
In order to prepare Hezekiah by a spiritual resemblance of 
death, and gradually form him to a new life, he keeps back a 
part of the discourse.
5. Thus saith Jehovah the God of David thy father. At first, when 
he struck terror alone, he reckoned it enough to mention the 
bare and simple name of God, to whose heavenly judgmentseat 
he summoned him as a criminal; but now, when he brings 
consolation, he distinguishes God by a peculiar and honorable 
title in order to point out the cause and origin of grace; as if he 
had said that, from a regard to his covenant which he made with 
David, he is inclined to mercy, so that he does not deal 
rigorously with Hezekiah. (2 Samuel 7:12.) We know that 
nothing is more difficult than for hearts that have been greatly 
alarmed by the conviction of God's anger to be encouraged to 
entertain favorable hope, so as to perceive that God is 
reconciled to them. That confirmation was therefore necessary, 
that the pious king, who in himself was ruined, might know that 
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he could be again raised up to that life from which he had fallen; 
for the prophecy concerning the eternity of that kingdom could 
not fail. Since, therefore, he fainted when he thought that he had 
no hope of living, in order that he may breathe again, he is 
reminded of a promise, which at that time was universally 
known, that kings of the seed and posterity of David would 
always reign over the elect people,
"as long as the sun and moon should shine in the 
heavens." (Psalm 89:36, 37.)
That was the plank which he seized, and by which he escaped 
shipwreck.
David is not mentioned in this passage as a private individual, 
but as an eternal king, to whom had been committed the 
promise which might support Hezekiah; eternal, I say, not in 
himself, but in his blessed seed. Now, since that eternity was at 
length to be manifested in Christ, of whom Hezekiah along with 
other kings was a type, it must have been a solid ground of 
favorable hope that he was a son of David. [74] Whenever, 
therefore, we feel that our own sins hinder us from drawing near 
to God, in order that we may obtain his favor, let us think of this 
preface, that, although we have been estranged from him by our 
own fault, still he is the Father of Christ, who is our head, and
"in whom our salvation always remains hidden." (Colossians 
3:3.)
In a word, God had lately spoken in the character of a judge, but 
now he is reconciled, and points out a Mediator who comes 
forth to appease him.
I have heard thy prayer. Having opened the door of hope, he 
tells Hezekiah that God "has heard his prayers." This ought 
greatly to encourage us to earnestness in prayer; for, although 
God of his own accord takes a deep interest in our salvation, 
and anticipates us by his kindness, not only while we are 
asleep, but "before we were born," (Romans 9:11,) yet, when he 
testifies that all the benefits which he bestows are granted in 
answer to our prayers, our negligence is altogether inexcusable, 
if, after having received such large invitations, we neglect to 
perform the duty of prayer, [75] And yet we must not imagine 
that prayers, to which God so graciously listens, are meritorious; 

but, in giving freely what he freely promised, he adds this as the 
crowning excellence of his kindness, in order more strongly to 
stimulate our faith. It is no ordinary privilege to be able to 
approach to him freely, and in a familiar manner to lay our cares 
in his bosom. If Hezekiah had not prayed, God would 
undoubtedly have secured that, in one way or another, some 
government of the kingdom should be preserved in the posterity 
of David; but what he would do from a regard to his truth, he 
says that he will give in answer to the prayers of Hezekiah, that 
he may acknowledge that he has obtained very abundant fruit 
from his faith which he exercised in prayer.
And I have seen thy tears. He mentions tears as a sign of 
repentance, and likewise of warmth and earnestness; not that in 
themselves tears procure favor, or have any power of appeasing 
God, but because they distinguish sincere prayers from those 
which are offered in a careless manner.
Behold, I add to thy days fifteen years. At length he adds that 
God has prolonged the life of Hezekiah to the extent of "fifteen 
years." This might, indeed, at first sight, appear to be absurd; for 
we were created on the condition of not being able to pass, by a 
single moment, the limit marked out for us; as Job also says, 
"Thou hast appointed his bounds which he cannot pass." (Job 
14:5.) But the solution is easy. What is said about an extended 
period must be understood to refer to the views of Hezekiah, 
who had been excluded from the hope of life, and, therefore, 
must; have justly reckoned to be gain what was afterwards 
added, as if he had been raised up from the grave to a second 
life.
6. And I will deliver thee. Those who think that Hezekiah was 
sick during the time of the siege found an argument on this, that 
otherwise this promise would appear to be superfluous. But 
there is little force in that reasoning; for the Assyrian might have 
recruited his forces, and mustered a fresh army, at a later 
period, for the purpose of again invading Judea and attacking 
Jerusalem. The very defeat of which we have now read might 
have been a provocation to his rage and cruelty, so that the 
Jews had good reason for being continually alarmed at any 
reports which they heard. [76] That promise, therefore, is far 
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from being superfluous, because along with life it promises 
protection from the enemy, against whom he would not 
otherwise have been secured, and may be regarded as an 
enlargement and increase of that blessing which the Lord 
promised to Hezekiah; as in the former chapter he promised 
abundance of fruits to accompany the deliverance. (Isaiah 
37:30.)
7. And this shall be a sign to thee. The sacred history relates in 
the proper order that Hezekiah asked a sign from the Lord, (2 
Kings 20:8,) and that it was granted to him; which the Prophet 
will likewise mention at the end of this chapter. But it is no new 
thing for Hebrew writers to reverse the order of the narrative. 
God gives some signs of his own accord, without being asked; 
and he grants other signs to his people who ask them. Signs 
being generally intended to aid our weakness, God does not for 
the most part wait till we have prayed for them; but at first he 
appointed those which he knew to be profitable to his Church. If 
at any time, therefore, believers wished to have their faith 
confirmed by a sign, this circumstance, being rare, ought not to 
be produced as an example. Thus, to Gideon, whom he called 
from the sheepfold to govern Israel, he gave one sign and then 
another, when he asked them, (Judges 6:17, 37, 39,) that he 
might be more fully convinced of his calling. He commonly gave, 
as we have said, other signs, in accommodation to the 
weakness of men; as to Adam the tree of life, (Genesis 2:9,) to 
Noah the bow in heaven, (Genesis 9:12,) and next the cloud 
and pillar of fire, (Exodus 13:21,) and the serpent of brass in the 
wilderness. (Numbers 21:8.) The same remarks apply to the 
passover, (Exodus 12:8,) and to all the sacraments, both those 
which were formerly observed, and those which have now been 
appointed by Christ, [77] and which no one asked from God.
But it may be thought that Hezekiah insults God, by refusing 
credit to his word, when he asks a sign. I reply, we must not 
accuse him of unbelief, because his faith was weak; for we shall 
not find any person who ever had faith which was perfect and 
complete in every respect. In seeking some assistance to 
support his weakness, he cannot, be blamed on that account; 
for, having embraced the promise made to him by the Prophet, 

he shews his confidence in God by seeking a remedy for 
distrust. And if there had been no weakness in man, he would 
not have needed any signs; and consequently we need not 
wonder that he asks a sign, since on other occasions the Lord 
freely offers them.
Yet it is proper also to observe, that believers never rushed 
forward at random to ask signs, but were guided by a secret and 
peculiar influence of the Spirit. The same thing might be said 
about miracles. If Elijah prayed to God for rain and for drought, 
(James 5:17, 18,) it does not follow that others are at liberty to 
do the same. We must, therefore, see what God permits to us, 
lest, by disregarding his word, we bargain with him according to 
the foolish desires of our flesh.
8. Lo, I bring back the shadow of degrees. The sign which is 
here given to Hezekiah is the going back of the shadow on the 
sundial, along with the sun, ten degrees by which it had already 
gone up, [78] that is, had advanced above the horizon. And this 
sign bears a resemblance to the event itself, as all other signs 
generally do; for it is as if he had said, "As it is in my power to 
change the hours of the day, and to make the sun go 
backwards, so it is in my power to lengthen thy life." As to the 
shadow not going back as many degrees as there were years 
added to his life, that was impossible, because there were not 
more than twelve degrees on the sundial; for the day was 
divided by them into twelve hours, either longer or shorter, 
according to the change of the season. We need not, therefore, 
give ourselves any uneasiness about the number; it is enough 
that there is a manifest correspondence and resemblance.
On the sundial of Ahaz. [79] Here the Jews make fables 
according to their custom, and contrive a story, that the day on 
which Ahaz died was shorter than ten hours, and that what God 
had justly inflicted on him as a punishment for his sins was 
reversed for the benefit of Hezekiah; because the shortening of 
one day was the lengthening of another. But there is no history 
of this, and it is entirely destitute not only of evidence but of 
probability; nor is there anything said here about the death of 
Ahaz, or about the change which took place when he died, but 
about the sundial which he had made.
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9. The writing of Hezekiah. Though sacred history gives no 
account of this writing, yet it deserves to be recorded, and is 
highly worthy of observation; for we see that Hezekiah was 
unwilling to pass in silence, or to bury in forgetfulness, so 
remarkable a blessing which he had received from God. By his 
example he shews what all believers ought to do, when God 
miraculously and in an unusual manner exerts his power on 
their behalf. They ought to make known their gratitude, not only 
to their contemporaries, but also to posterity; as we see that 
Hezekiah did by this song, which may be regarded as a public 
record. We see that David composed many psalms on this 
subject, when he had been delivered from very great dangers, 
so that he took care to celebrate till the end of the world what 
was worthy of being remembered by all ages. (Psalm 18:2, and 
27:1.) Especially, the more eminent any man is, and the higher 
the station which he occupies, the more is he bound to consider 
himself as placed by God on a theater, and enjoined to perform 
this duty. [80] Yet all men, whether they be of ordinary rank or 
nobles and great men, ought to beware of ambition, lest, while 
they profess to imitate Hezekiah and David, they magnify their 
own name more than the name of God. [81]
10. I said in the cutting off of my days. This is a very melancholy 
song; for it contains complaints rather than prayers. Hence it is 
evident that he was oppressed by so great perplexity, that he 
was weary with groaning, and sunk in lamentations, and did not 
venture to rise up freely to form a prayer. Murmuring thus within 
himself, he expresses the cause and intensity of his grief.
As to the cause, it might be thought strange that he had so 
strong an attachment, and so ardent a longing for this fading 
life, and that he so much dreaded death. The tendency of the 
first elements of heavenly doctrine is, that we may learn to 
sojourn in this world, and to advance swiftly towards the 
heavenly life. Hezekiah appears to be as warmly devoted to the 
earth as if he had never had the smallest particle of piety; he 
shuns and abhors death, as much as if he had never heard a 
word about heavenly doctrine. Now, what purpose did it serve to 
commit to writing those stormy passions which would rather 
prompt readers to the same excess than induce them to obey 

God? For we are too prone to rebellion, though there be no 
additional excitements of any kind.
But when it shall be minutely, and wisely, and carefully 
examined, we shall find that nothing could have been more 
advantageous to us than to have this picture of a man 
overwhelmed with grief painted to the life. It was not the object 
of the good king, in proclaiming his virtues, to hunt for the 
applause of the world. His prayer was undoubtedly a proof both 
of faith and of obedience; but, as if he had been overcome by 
fear, and dread, and sorrow, he leaves off prayer, and feebly 
utters complaints. He unquestionably intended to make known 
his weakness, and thus to give a lesson of humility to all the 
children of God, and at the same time to magnify the grace of 
God, which had brought out of the lowest depths of death a 
ruined man.
As to the manner in which he deplores his lot, when he is near 
death, as if he placed his existence on the earth, and thought 
that death reduced men to nothing, we must attend to the 
special reason. For while death is not desirable on its own 
account, yet believers ought to "groan continually," (Romans 
8:23,) because sin holds them bound in the prison of the flesh. 
They are forbidden also to "mourn as unbelievers usually 
mourn," (1 Thessalonians 4:13,) and are even commanded to 
"lift up their heads," when they are about to depart from the 
world, because they are received into a happier life. (Luke 
21:28.) Nor was the ancient Church under the Law destitute of 
this consolation; and, although the knowledge of a blessed 
resurrection was less clear, yet it must have been sufficient for 
mitigating sorrow. [82] If that impostor Balaam was forced to 
exclaim, "Let my soul die the death of the righteous," (Numbers 
23:10,) what joy must have filled the hearts of believers, in 
whose ears resounded that voice, "I am the God of 
Abraham!" (Exodus 3:6.)
But although with steady and assured hope they looked forward 
to the heavenly life, still we need not wonder to see in Hezekiah 
what David confesses as to himself, (Psalm 30:9,) who yet, 
when his time was come, full of days, calmly left the world. (1 
Kings 2:10.) It is therefore evident that both of them were not 
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assailed by the mere dread of death, but that they prayed with 
tears to be delivered from death, because they saw in it 
manifest tokens of God's anger. We ought to remember that the 
Prophet came as a herald, to announce the death of Hezekiah 
in the name of God. This messenger might naturally have 
plunged all the senses of Hezekiah into a frightful deluge of 
grief, so that, thinking of nothing but God's wrath and curse, he 
would struggle with despair.
Thus the piety of Hezekiah already begins to shew itself, when, 
placing himself before the tribunal of his judge, he applies his 
mind to meditation on his guilt. And, first, there might occur to 
him that thought by which David confesses that he was 
tempted: "What did God mean by treating his servants with cruel 
severity and sparing profane despisers? (Psalm 73:3.) Next, he 
saw that he was exposed to the jeers of the wicked, by whom 
true religion also was basely reviled. He saw that it was scarcely 
possible that his death should not shake the minds of all good 
men; but especially, he was oppressed by God's wrath, as if he 
had been already condemned to hell and to the eternal curse. In 
a word, because our true and perfect happiness consists in 
having fellowship with God, Hezekiah, perceiving that he was in 
some measure alienated from him, had good reason for being 
so greatly alarmed; for that word, "Thou shalt die, and shalt not 
live," had seized his mind so completely, that he believed that 
he must die. [83] This is expressed by the phrase I said; for in 
Hebrew it does not mean merely to speak, or to pronounce a 
word, but to be persuaded or convinced in one's own mind. 
Even though hypocrites receive a hundred threatenings from 
God, still they look around them on all sides, so that if they see 
any opening by which they think that they can escape, they may 
mock God, and give themselves up to luxury and indifference. 
But Hezekiah, being a sincere worshipper of God, did not resort 
to subterfuges; but, on the contrary, believing the words of the 
Prophet, he concluded that he must prepare for dying, because 
it was God's good pleasure.
In this sense he speaks of the cutting off of his days, because 
he believed that an angry and offended God had broken off the 
course of his life; for he does not merely say in the ordinary 

manner that his life is cut short by a violent disease, but 
recognises that undoubted judgment of God as the cause of 
"the cutting off." Now, life is "cut off," whether we die at the 
entrance of life, or in middle life, or in old age; but they who are 
hurried away in the very flower of their age are said to be "cut 
off" from life, because they appear to die too soon, and before 
they have finished their course. The case was different with 
Hezekiah; for he perceived that the remaining part of life was 
"cut off" by the sword of God, because he had provoked God's 
wrath by his offenses. Thus he complains that, as if he had been 
unworthy of enjoying it, God suddenly deprives him of life, which 
otherwise would have lasted longer. Such is the import of the 
phrase, "the residue of the years;" for although, being born 
mortal, we have reason to expect death every moment, yet 
since it was threatened as a punishment, he has good reason 
for saying that those years had been taken from him which he 
might have lived, if it had been the good pleasure of God.
11. I said, I shall not see God. Amidst such earnest longing for 
an earthly life, Hezekiah would have gone beyond bounds, if his 
grief had not been aggravated by the conviction of God's wrath. 
Since, therefore, he is violently dragged away by his own fault, 
as if he were unworthy of enjoying the ordinary light of the sun, 
he exclaims that he is miserable, because henceforth he shall 
never see either God or man. Among believers the statement 
would have been regarded as liable to this exception, that, so 
long as we dwell on the earth, we wander and are distant from 
God, but that, when the entanglements of the flesh shall have 
been laid aside, we shall more closely "see God."
In the land of the living. These words are indeed added as a, 
limitation; but in this way Hezekiah appears to limit "the seeing 
of God" to the present life, as if death extinguished all the light 
of understanding. We must therefore keep in view what I 
formerly remarked, that when he received the message of God's 
vengeance, it affected him in such a manner as if he had been 
deprived of God's fatherly love; for if he was unworthy of 
beholding the sun, how could he hope for what was of higher 
value? Not that hope was altogether effaced from his mind, but 
because, having his attention fixed on the curse of God, he 
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cannot so soon or so quickly rise to heaven, to soothe present 
grief by the delightfulness of a better life.
Thus it sometimes happens that godly minds are overclouded, 
so that they do not always receive consolation, which for a time 
is suppressed, but still remains in their minds, and afterwards 
manifests itself. Yet it is an evidence of piety, that, by the proper 
and lawful object of life, he shews how grievous and distressing 
it is to be deprived of it. Even to cattle it gives uneasiness to die, 
but they have almost no use for their life except to feed and eat 
to the full; while we have a far more excellent object, for we 
were created and born on the express condition, that we should 
devote ourselves to the knowledge of God. And because this is 
the chief reason why we live, he twice repeats the name of God, 
and thus expresses the strength of his feelings; "I shall not see 
God, God in the land of the living." [84]
If it be objected that here we do not "see God," the answer is 
easy, that he is visible in his works; because "through the visible 
workmanship of the world," as Paul says, "his eternal power and 
Godhead are known." (Romans 1:20.) Hence also the Apostle 
calls this world a mirror of invisible things. (Hebrews 11:3.) The 
more nearly he manifests himself to be known by believers, the 
more highly did Hezekiah value that spiritual beholding; as 
David also says that they see the face of God who confirm their 
faith by the exercises of piety in the sanctuary. (Psalm 42:2; 
Psalm 63:2.) So far as relates to men, he grieves that he is 
withdrawn from their society, because we were born for the 
purpose of performing mutual kind offices to each other.
12. My dwelling is departed. He proceeds in his complaints, by 
painting his life under a beautiful metaphor; for he compares it 
to a shepherd's tent. Such indeed is the condition of human life 
in general; but he does not relate so much what happens to all 
universally as what has befallen himself as an individual. The 
use of tents is more common in those countries than in ours, 
and shepherds often change their residence, while they drive 
their flock from one place to another. He does not therefore say 
absolutely that men dwell in a frail lodginghouse, while they 
pass through the world, but that, after he had dwelt at ease in a 
royal palace, his lot was changed, just as if "a shepherd's tent" 

were pitched for two days in one field and afterwards removed 
to another.
I have cut off, as a weaver, my life. It is worthy of observation, 
that he indiscriminately ascribes the cause of his death, 
sometimes to himself, and sometimes to God, but at the same 
time explains the grounds; for when he speaks of himself as the 
author, he does not complain of God, or remonstrate that God 
has robbed him of his life, but accuses himself, and 
acknowledges deep blame. His words are equivalent to the 
proverbial saying, "I have cut this thread for myself, so that I 
alone am the cause of my death." And yet it is not without 
reason that he soon afterwards ascribes to God what he had 
acknowledged to have proceeded from himself; for although we 
give to God grounds for dealing severely with us, yet he is the 
judge who inflicts punishment. In our afflictions, therefore, we 
ought always to praise his judgment; because he performs his 
office when he chastises us as we deserve.
From lifting up he will cut me off. Some translate mdlh 
(middallah) "through leanness," or "through sickness," and 
others translate it "by taking away." The former derive this noun 
from dll (dalal) which means "to diminish," and the latter from dlh 
(dalah) which means "to carry off by lifting up." But let my 
readers consider if the word "lifting up" be not more appropriate; 
for Hezekiah appears to complain that his life, while it tended to 
advance farther, was suddenly cast down; just as if God should 
cause the sun to set, while it was still ascending in the sky.
From day even to night. He now adds that in a short space of 
time he was brought down; and by this circumstance again 
expresses the severity of God's wrath; because he consumes 
men by the breath of a moment; for to be laid low in a single day 
means that men die very rapidly.
13. I reckoned till the dawn. Others translate it "I determined," or 
"I laid down." Here it means what we express by the ordinary 
phrase, (Je fasoye mon compte,)" I laid my account." From this 
verse it may be inferred that Hezekiah labored two days at least 
under the disease; for in the preceding verse he pronounced its 
severity to be so great that he expected immediate death. And 
now, when one day was past, he still waited till the dawn, and 
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again, from day even to night, so that he said that he would die 
every moment. The meaning therefore is, that though he 
reached "the dawn," still through constant tossings he was 
hastening to death, because, having been struck by a terrible 
judgment of God, he cared nothing about his life; and as the 
Greeks, when they intended to say that nothing is more vain 
than man, said that he was (ephemeron) "an ephemeral 
animal," that is, "the creature of a day," so Hezekiah means by 
"the life of a day" that which is fading and has no duration.
As a lion, so hath he broken my bones. The comparison of God 
to a lion ought not to be reckoned strange, though God is 
naturally "gracious, merciful, and kind." (Exodus 34:6.) Nothing 
certainly can more truly belong to God than these attributes; but 
we cannot be aware of that gentleness, when we have provoked 
him by our crimes and urged him to severity by our wickedness. 
Besides, there is no cruelty and fierceness in wild beasts that is 
fitted to strike such terror as we feel from the bare mention of 
the name of God, and justly; for the Lord's chastisements must 
have sufficient power to humble and cast us down to hell itself, 
so that we shall be almost destitute of consolation and regard 
everything as full of horror. In like manner also, we see that 
David has described these terrors, when he says that "his bones 
are numbered, his couch is moistened with tears, his soul is 
troubled, and hell is opened." (Psalm 6:3-6; Psalm 22:17; Psalm 
38:6.) Thus must the godly be sometimes terrified by the 
judgment of God, that they may be more powerfully excited to 
desire his favor.
14. As a crane, or a swallow. Hezekiah cannot satisfy himself in 
explaining the severity of his anguish. He now says that he was 
reduced so low that he could not utter an articulate voice, but 
muttered some confused sound, like persons who are almost at 
the point of death. Hence it is evident that his distress was 
excruciating; for the severity of the pain took away his voice, 
and his voice, he says, stuck in his throat; nothing was heard 
but indistinct groans.
Such is the import of these metaphors of "the crane and the 
swallow," which the Prophet employs. Still it is certain that this 
indistinct sound of the voice is nevertheless heard by God; 

though all our senses are oppressed by pain, and our throat is 
choked by grief, still God beholds our hearts and listens to godly 
sighs, [85] which will be even more powerful than plain and 
direct words, provided that the Spirit is present, who produces in 
us those "groanings that cannot be uttered," of which Paul 
speaks. (Romans 8:26.) There is no believer who does not feel 
that in prayer, when his heart is oppressed by any heavy sorrow, 
he either stammers or is almost dumb.
My eyes were lifted up on high. These words are translated by 
some, "My eyes are weakened;" but that would not agree with 
the phrase, "on high." [86] On this account we must adopt a 
simpler meaning, that, although Hezekiah's eyes were nearly 
worn out with weakness, so that he almost fainted, yet he did 
not cease to lift up his eyes to heaven; and that he never was 
stupified to such a degree as not to know that he ought to ask 
assistance from God. Let us therefore learn by the example of 
Hezekiah to lift up our eyes to heaven, when our hearts are 
afflicted and troubled; and let us know that God does not 
demand from us great eloquence.
O Lord, it hath oppressed me; [87] comfort me. He confirms the 
sentiment already expressed, by immediately directing his 
discourse to God and imploring his aid. Being oppressed by the 
violence of disease, he desires that God would be present to 
assist him. Some render the words, "Be surety for me;" [88] and 
the verb rv (gnarab) is often used in this sense; but it is more 
appropriate to say, "Comfort me," or "Cheer me." Or perhaps it 
will be thought preferable to translate, as some have done, 
"Cause me to rest." Undoubtedly he asks comfort from God, 
that he may not sink under the violence of disease; and we 
ought to be assured of this, that the greater the weight of 
afflictions that oppresses us, the more will God be ready to give 
us assistance.
15. What shall I say? This is generally supposed to be an 
exclamation, such as frequently bursts forth in a season of joy, 
as if he congratulated himself on having already obtained his 
wish. But I think differently. Hezekiah appears to proceed in his 
complaints; for he speaks as men commonly do when they are 
overcome by grief; "What shall I say? for he who said it hath 
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also done it;" that is, "life and death are in his hand; it is useless 
for me to argue or contend with him; it is useless for me to 
complain." In the book of Job also words and sayings of this sort 
are often found. (Job 7:4.) I think that this is the true meaning; 
for Hezekiah previously looked around on all sides to see if any 
assistance appeared, and now, when he sees that he is about to 
die, and that God has threatened it, he concludes that he ought 
no longer to resist but to obey.
Yet we ought to mark the emphatic statement, that God hath 
actually fulfilled what he had threatened by his word. They who 
explain it to mean simply, "what God said to me by the Prophet 
he hath fulfilled," express a part of the truth, but not the whole; 
for Hezekiah does not coldly relate that he has perceived the 
effect of the word, but, by bringing forward the power of God, he 
cuts off every occasion to murmur or complain. Thus also David 
says, "I am dumb, because thou hast done it." (Psalm 39:9.) We 
never cease to complain until we are restrained by the fear of 
the power of God. Thus also Job, considering that he has to 
deal with God, says, "I will lay my finger on my mouth," (Job 
40:4,) and "I will humbly make supplication to my judge." (Job 
9:15.) Hezekiah, therefore, enjoins silence on himself on this 
ground, that it is useless to contend with God.
At the same time, he means that he has no hope of life, 
because the Lord gives actual demonstration that it was a 
serious threatening; and hence he infers that he gains nothing, 
because there are no means of evasion. This sentiment, it is 
true, proceeds from despair; because in this manner, thinking 
that God is his enemy, he shuts the door against his prayers. 
But that in very severe distresses words of this kind should 
escape our lips, which deter us from confidence in prayer, is 
neither new nor strange, provided that, on the other hand, we 
rely on that calling upon God which the views of the flesh 
pronounce to be of no avail. There is reason to believe that the 
pious king labored under such perplexity that he fainted through 
weakness; but that he chiefly considered what I have said, that 
there was nothing preferable to silence, because that it would 
serve no purpose to dispute with God, will appear more clearly 
from what immediately follows.

I shall walk trembling [89] all my life. Hence we may infer that he 
now holds out to his view the dreadful power of God, in order to 
dispose himself to true humility. As ddh (dadah) sometimes 
signifies "to move," and sometimes "to walk softly," 'ddh 
(eddaddeh) is translated by some commentators, "I shall be 
moved," or "I shall be troubled," and by others, "I shall walk 
softly." For my own part, I have no doubt that it denotes a 
trembling and feeble step; for Hezekiah had been reduced to so 
great weakness that he despaired of ever afterwards recovering 
his former strength. This trembling must be attributed to fear, for 
it immediately follows, in bitterness; which means, that the 
sorrow which he had endured was so deeply rooted in his heart, 
that it could never be removed. Hence arose that weakness 
which he mentioned.
'ddh (eddaddeh) is translated by the Vulgate, "I will call to 
remembrance," on which account this passage has been 
tortured by Papists to support auricular confession, but so 
absurdly that even old wives can laugh at it. But the plain 
meaning is, that Hezekiah does not speak of calling to 
remembrance, but of that agitation and trembling with which he 
says that he will be struck during the whole period of his life.
16. O Lord, even to all who shall live after them. The concise 
style of the Prophet has given rise to various interpretations. 
The interpretation most commonly received is "O Lord, they 
shall live beyond those years, [90] " that is, "they shall lengthen 
their life." This is equivalent to saying, "When thou shalt have 
lengthened my life, thou wilt grant that others also shall enjoy 
the same favor." But that meaning does not agree with the text, 
and I look upon it as forced. I rather think that Hezekiah's 
meaning was this" O Lord, whosoever shall live beyond those 
years, to them also will the life of my spirit be known." We must 
therefore supply the relative 'sr, (asher,) who, as the Hebrew 
writers frequently do, and there will be nothing forced in this 
interpretation; for there can be no doubt, and nobody denies it, 
that he speaks of the years which the Lord had lengthened out 
to him. Thus he means that, this favor will be acknowledged not 
only by the men of that age, but also by posterity.
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And didst cause me to sleep, and didst make me alive. In this 
way he magnifies the greatness of the favor, because it will also 
be well known to a future age, and will continue to be engraven 
on the remembrance of all, even when Hezekiah himself is 
dead, and not only so, but will be reckoned to be a kind of 
resurrection. By the word sleep he means death, as the 
Scriptures frequently do. (1 Corinthians 11:30; 1 Thessalonians 
4:14; 2 Peter 3:4.) Thus he compares this mortal disease to 
death; for he was so near death that he utterly despaired of life.
17. Lo, in peace ray bitterness was bitter. [91] Again, another 
circumstance aggravates the severity of the distress; for sudden 
and unexpected calamities disturb us more than those which 
come upon us in a gradual manner. The grievousness of the 
disease was the more insupportable, because it seized him 
suddenly while he enjoyed ease and quietness; for nothing was 
farther from his thoughts than that he was about to depart from 
this life. We know also that the saints sometimes rely too much 
on prosperity, and promise to themselves unvarying success, 
which David too acknowledges to have happened to himself, "In 
my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved; but thou didst hide 
thy face, and I was troubled." (Psalm 30:6, 7.)
Nothing more distressing, therefore, could happen to Hezekiah 
than to be taken out of life, especially when the discomfiture and 
ruin of his enemy left him in the enjoyment of peace; for I think 
that Hezekiah fell into this disease after the defeat of 
Sennacherib, as has been already said. Amidst that joy and 
peace which smiled upon him, lo, a heavy sickness by which 
Hezekiah is fearfully distressed and tormented. This warns us 
that, since nothing is solid or lasting in this life, and since all that 
delights us may be speedily taken away, we ought not to grow 
sluggish in prosperity, but, even while we enjoy peace, we ought 
to think of war, and adversity, and afflictions, and, above all, to 
seek that peace which rests on God's fatherly kindness, on 
which our consciences may safely repose.
And thou hast been pleased (to rescue) my soul from the pit. 
This part of the verse admits of two meanings. Since the verb 
chsq (chashak) signifies sometimes "to love," and sometimes 
"to wish," that meaning would not be unsuitable, "It hath pleased 

thee to deliver my soul." But if nothing be understood, the style 
will be equally complete, and will flow not less agreeably, "Thou, 
O God, didst embrace my soul with favor and kindness, while it 
was lying in the grave." [92] It is well known that "soul" means 
"life;" but here the goodness of God is proclaimed, in not 
ceasing to love Hezekiah, even when he might be regarded as 
dead. In this way the copulative particle must be translated But.
For thou hast cast behind thy back all my sins. By assigning the 
reason, he now leads us to the fountain itself, and points out the 
method of that cure; for otherwise it might have been thought 
that hitherto he had spoken of nothing else than the cure of the 
body, but now he shews that he looks at something higher, 
namely, that he had been guilty before God, but by his grace 
had been forgiven. He affirms, indeed, that life has been 
restored to him, but reckons it of higher value that he has been 
reconciled to God than a hundred or a thousand lives. And, 
indeed,
"it would have been better for us never to have been 
born" (Matthew 26:24)
than by living a long life to add continually new offenses, and 
thus to bring down on ourselves a heavier judgment. He 
therefore congratulates himself chiefly on this ground, that the 
face of God smiles cheerfully upon him; for to enjoy his favor is 
the highest happiness.
At the same time he declares that all the distresses which God 
inflicts upon us ought to be attributed to our sins, so that they 
who accuse God of excessive severity do nothing else than 
double their' guilt; and he does not only condemn himself for 
one sin, but confesses that he was laden with many sins, so that 
he needed more than one pardon. If, then, we sincerely seek 
alleviation of our distresses, we must begin here; because when 
God is appeased, it is impossible that it can be ill with us; for he 
takes no pleasure in our distresses. It often happens with us as 
with foolish and thoughtless persons, when they are sick; for 
they fix their attention on nothing but (sumptomata) symptoms 
or accidental circumstances, and the pains which they feel, and 
overlook the disease itself. But we ought rather to imitate skillful 
physicians, who examine the causes of disease, and give their 
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whole attention to eradicate those causes. They know that 
outward remedies are useless, and even hurtful, if the inward 
cause be unknown; for such remedies drive the whole force of 
the disease inward, and promote and increase it, so that there is 
no hope of cure.
Hezekiah therefore perceived the cause of his distress, that is, 
his sins; and when he had received the forgiveness of them, he 
knew that punishment also ceased and was remitted. Hence we 
see how absurd is the distinction of the Papists, who wish to 
separate the remission of punishment from the remission of 
guilt. But Hezekiah here testifies that punishment has been 
remitted to him, because guilt has been remitted.
We ought carefully to observe the form of expression which 
Isaiah employs, thou hast cast behind thy back; for it means that 
the remembrance of them is altogether effaced. In like manner, 
a Prophet elsewhere says that God
"casteth them into the depths of the sea." (Micah 7:19.)
It is likewise said in another passage, that he casteth them away
"as far as the east is distant from the west." (Psalm 103:12.)
By these modes of expression God assures us that he will not 
impute to us the sins which he has pardoned; and if, 
notwithstanding of this, he chastise us, he does it not as a 
judge, but as a father, to train his children and keep them in the 
discharge of their duty. Papists are mistaken in dreaming that 
punishments contain some kind of satisfaction, [93] as if God 
exacted vengeance, because he would not bestow a free 
pardon. But when God chastises his people, he promotes their 
future advantage.
18. For hell shall not confess thee [94] When he says that he 
would not have celebrated the praises of God, if his life had 
been taken away, he promises that he will be thankful and will 
keep it in remembrance, and at the same time declares that the 
highest and most desirable advantage that life can yield to him 
is, that he will praise God. But although it is a sign of true piety 
to desire life for no other reason than to spend it in the 
unceasing praises of God, yet Hezekiah appears to employ 
language which is too exclusive; for the death of believers 
declares the glory of God not less than their life, and, being after 

death perfectly united to God, they do not cease to proclaim his 
praises along with the angels. Again, another question arises, 
"Why was Hezekiah so eager to avoid death and so earnestly 
desirous of an earthly life?" And though even this second 
question were answered, still the reader will likewise call to 
remembrance, that this terror was not produced by death alone, 
for the same Hezekiah, when his life was ended, did not resist, 
but willingly yielded to God; but that the pious king, when he had 
been struck by God's wrath, grieved only on this account, that 
by his sins he had excluded himself from life, as if he would 
never afterwards enjoy any favor or blessing.
On this also depends the answer to the first question; for we 
need not wonder if the pious king, not only supposing that he 
must depart out of life, but thinking that death is the punishment 
of sins and the vengeance of God, groan and weep that he is 
condemned as unworthy of devoting himself to the 
advancement of the glory of God. All who have been struck by 
this thunderbolt are unable, either living or dead, to celebrate 
the praises of God, but, being overwhelmed with despair, must 
be dumb. In the same sense also David says,
"In death there is no remembrance of thee; in the grave who 
shall praise thee?" (Psalm 6:5.)
And the whole Church says,
"The dead shall not praise thee, nor those that go down into 
silence." (Psalm 115:17.)
The reason is, that they who are ruined and lost will have no 
ground of thanksgiving.
Yet it ought likewise to be observed that the saints, when they 
spoke in this manner, did not consider what kind of condition 
awaited them after death, but, under the influence of the pain 
which they now felt, looked only at the end for which they were 
created and preserved in the world. The chief object of life, as 
we said a little before, is that men should be employed in the 
service of God; and with the same design God protects his 
Church in the world, because it is his will that his name shall be 
celebrated. Now, he who sees himself cast down, because he 
does not deserve to be reckoned, or to hold a place, among the 
worshippers of God, does not calmly and attentively, consider 
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what he shall do after death, but, under the darkening influence 
of grief, as if after death all the exercise of piety would cease, 
takes from the dead the power of praising God, because the 
glory of God appears to be buried along with the witnesses of it.
19. The living, the living, he shall confess thee. He does not 
include all men without exception; for many live, who yet 
extinguish the glory of God by their ingratitude, as far as lies in 
their power, and undoubtedly have nothing farther from their 
thoughts than that they were born to praise God. But he simply 
declares that men, so long as God supports them in this life, 
may justly be regarded as the lawful heralds of his glory, when 
he invites them, by his kindness, to the discharge of that office. 
And this contrast shews that the statement which he made a 
little before, that "in death or in the grave there is no 
remembrance of God," is a general declaration, that they who 
would willingly be employed in praising God are deprived of this 
favor, when they are driven out of the world.
As I do this day. He solemnly declares that he will be one of the 
witnesses of the glory of God, and thus gives a manifest 
indication of gratitude towards God; for he declares that he will 
not be forgetful, but will continually give thanks to God, and will 
make known the favor which he has received; and that not only 
to the men of his own age, but also to posterity, that they too 
may celebrate those praises and adore the author of so great a 
favor.
The father shall make known to the sons thy truth. Hence we 
ought to learn a useful lesson, that children are given to men on 
the express condition, that every man, by instructing his 
children, shall endeavor, to the utmost of his power, to transmit 
the name of God to posterity; and, therefore, the fathers of 
families are chiefly enjoined to be careful in this respect, that 
they shall diligently mention the benefits which God has 
bestowed on them. By the word truth he means that faithfulness 
which God exercises towards his people, and all the testimonies 
of his grace by which he proves that he is true.
20. Jehovah to save me. [95] He acknowledges that he was 
delivered, not by the aid or industry of men, but solely by the 
kindness of God. The rendering given by some, "It belongs to 

the Lord to save me," does not express enough, and appears to 
be more remote from the literal meaning; for he praises not only 
the power of God, but also the work by which he hath given an 
evident proof of it. In a word, he contrasts God's keeping with 
the death to which he had been sentenced; because, having 
formerly dreaded him as a severe judge, he now avows him as 
his deliverer, and leaps with joy. [96]
And we will sing our songs. For the reason now stated, he not 
only prepares himself for singing in token of gratitude, but also 
calls on others to join and accompany him in this duty, and on 
this account mentions the Temple, in which the assemblies of 
religious men were held. Had be been a private individual and 
one of the common people, still it would have been his duty to 
offer a public sacrifice to God, that he might encourage others 
by his example. Much more then was the king bound to take 
care that he should bring others to unite with him in 
thanksgiving; especially because in his person God had 
provided for the advantage of the whole Church.
All the days of our life. He declares that he will do his endeavor 
that this favor of God may be known to all, and that the 
remembrance of it may be preserved, not only for one day or for 
one year, but as long as he shall live. And indeed at any time it 
would have been exceedingly base to allow a blessing of God 
so remarkable as this to pass away or be forgotten; but, being 
forgetful, we continually need spurs to arouse us. At the same 
time, he takes a passing notice of the reason why God 
appointed holy assemblies. It was, that all as with one mouth 
might praise him, and might excite each other to the practice of 
godliness.
21. And Isaiah said Isaiah now relates what was the remedy 
which he prescribed to Hezekiah. Some think that it was not a 
remedy, becausefigs are dangerous and hurtful to boils; but that 
the pious king was warned and clearly taught by this sign that 
the cure proceeded from nothing else than from the favor of 
God alone. As the bow in the sky, [97] by which God was 
pleased to testify that mankind would never be destroyed by a 
flood, (Genesis 9:13,) appears to denote what is absolutely 
contrary to this; (for it makes its appearance, when very thick 
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clouds are gathering, and ready to fall as if they would deluge 
the whole world;) so they think that a plaster, which was not at 
all fitted for curing the disease, was purposely applied by the 
Prophet, in order to testify openly that God cured Hezekiah 
without medicines. But since figs are employed even by our own 
physicians for maturing a pustule, it is possible that the Lord, 
who had given a promise, gave also a medicine, as we see 
done on many other occasions; for although the Lord does not 
need secondary means, as they are called, yet he makes use of 
them whenever he thinks proper. And the value of the promise is 
not lessened by this medicine, which without the word would 
have been vain and useless; because he had received another 
supernatural sign, by which he had plainly learned that he had 
received front God alone that life of which he despaired.
22. Now, Hezekiah had said. Some explain this verse as if this 
also had been a sign given to Hezekiah, and therefore, view it 
as connected with the preceding verse, and look upon it as an 
exclamation of astonishment. But it is more probable that in this 
passage the order has been reversed, as frequently takes place 
with Hebrew writers, and that what was spoken last is related 
first. Isaiah did not at the beginning say that Hezekiah had 
asked a sign, though the sacred history (2 Kings 20:8) attests it; 
and therefore he adds what he had left out at the proper place.
That I shall go up. He means that it will be his chief object 
throughout his whole life to celebrate the name of God; for he 
did not desire life for the sake of living at ease and enjoying 
pleasure, but in order to defend the honor of God and the purity 
of his worship. Let us therefore remember that God prolongs our 
life, not that we may follow the bent of our natural disposition, or 
give ourselves up to luxury, but that we may cultivate piety, 
perform kind offices to each other, and frequently take part in 
the assembly of the godly and the public exercises of religion, 
that we may proclaim the truth and goodness of God.
Footnotes:
[71] "S'ils ont quelque loisir de reprendre haleine." "If they have 
any leisure to draw breath."
[72] "Set thine house in order. Heb., Give charge concerning thy 
house." -- Eng. Ver.

[73] Quoad domum taam, vel, domui tuae.
[74] "Puis qu'il estoit ills et successeur de David." "Since he was 
a son and successor of David."
[75] "Si nous ne daignons ouvrir la bouche pour prier." "If we do 
not deign to open our mouth in prayer."
[76] "Quand on leur apportoit nouvelles de l' ennemi." "When 
news were brought to them about the enemy."
[77] "Tant sous le vieil que sous le nouveau testament." "Both 
under the Old and under the New Testament."
[78] This is evidently an oversight, but the author's reading is 
"ascenderat." which corresponds to the French version, "qu'il 
estoit monte" In Calvin's [10]version, prefixed to the 
commentary on this chapter, yrdh (yaradah) is correctly 
rendered "descenderat," that is, "had gone down." -- Ed
[79] See [11]Note at the end of this volume -- Ed.
[80] "Doit considerer et savoir que ce que fait ici Ezechias, luy 
est enjoint en cas semblable." "Ought to consider and know that 
what Hezekiah does here is enjoined on him in a similar case."
[81] "The conjecture of Grotius, that Isaiah dictated the psalm, 
or put it into Hezekiah's mouth, is perfectly gratuitous. That 
Hezekiah should compose a psalm is not more strange than 
that he should make a collection of proverbs. (Proverbs 25:1.) It 
would have been far more strange if one so much like David, in 
character and spirit, had not followed his example in the practice 
of devotional composition." -- Alexander.
[82] "Pour adoucir la tristesse des fideles de ces tempsla." "For 
soothing the grief of the believers of that age."
[83] "Qu'il faisoit son conte de mourir." "That he laid his account 
with dying."
[84] "yh yh (Yahh Yahh) is not an error of the text for yhvh 
(Yehovah) (Houbigant,) but an intensive repetition similar to 
those in verses 17, 19. Or the second may be added to explain 
and qualify the first. He did expect to see God, but not in the 
land of the living." -- Alexander.
[85] "Et exauce les souspirs faits en foy." "And listens to sighs 
heaved in faith."
[86] The sense of "lifting-up" belongs not to dll (dalal) but to dlh 
(dalah) Jerome adopted the sense of "weakened," and brought 
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out the meaning by a supplement, in which he has been 
followed by almost all modern commentators. "My eyes were 
weakened (looking) on high." This rendering has been almost 
literally adapted in diodati's Italian version. "I mici occhi erano 
scemati (riguardando) ad alto." Professor Alexander translates 
thus, "My eyes are weak (with looking) upward, or, on high.)" -- 
Ed.
[87] "Le mal m' oppresse." "Disease oppresses me."
[88] "Undertake for me; rescue me out of the hand of the angel 
of death, and answer for me, to deliver me. The word signifies 
answering,' or, as we say, suretiship;' as in that passage, 
Answer (or, be surety) for thy servant for good. (Psalm 
119:122.)" -- Jarchi. "Or, contend for me, undertake my cause; 
for thus, according to Jarchi, svq (gnashuk) must be translated, 
if we read it with Sin, (not Schin,) as he appears to have done; 
and in the Hebrew copy which I have used the point is on the 
left horn of the letter." -- Breithaupt.
[89] I shall go softly. -- Eng. Ver.
[90] Outre ces ans-ci.
[91] "Behold, for peace I had great bitterness," or, "On my peace 
came great bitterness." -- Eng. Ver.
[92] "Thou hast loved my soul, from the pit of destruction. (This 
exactly agrees with our authors marginal reading.) "We have 
here another instance of pregnant construction, to love from, 
that is, so to love as to deliver from. This sense is expressed in 
the English Bible by a circumlocution." -- Alexander.
[93] "Satisfaction ou recompenses." "Satisfaction or 
compensations."
[94] "For the grave cannot praise thee." -- Eng. Ver. "For the 
grave shall not confess thee." -- Alexander.
[95] "Le Seigneur m'a delivre." "The Lord hath delivered me."
[96] "The obvious ellipsis in the first clause may be variously 
filled with came, hastened, commanded, was ready, be 
pleased,' or with the verb is,' as an idiomatic periphrasis of the 
future, is to save' for will save." -- Alexander.
[97] "L'arc en la nuce." "The bow in the cloud."
Isaiah 38:2

Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto 
the LORD,

Isaiah 38:3
And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

Isaiah 38:4
Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying,

Isaiah 38:5
Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of 
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: 
behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

Isaiah 38:6
And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria: and I will defend this city.

Isaiah 38:7
And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the 
LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken;

Isaiah 38:8
Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is 
gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So 
the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone 
down.

Isaiah 38:9
The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, 
and was recovered of his sickness:

Isaiah 38:10
I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the 
grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.
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Isaiah 38:11
I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of 
the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the 
world.

Isaiah 38:12
Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's 
tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with 
pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of 
me.

Isaiah 38:13
I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my 
bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.

Isaiah 38:14
Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a 
dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am 
oppressed; undertake for me.

Isaiah 38:15
What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself 
hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my 
soul.

Isaiah 38:16
O Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the 
life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live.

Isaiah 38:17
Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to 
my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast 
all my sins behind thy back.

Isaiah 38:18
For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: 
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

Isaiah 38:19
The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the 
father to the children shall make known thy truth.

Isaiah 38:20
The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my 
songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the 
house of the LORD.

Isaiah 38:21
For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a 
plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover.

Isaiah 38:22
Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the 
house of the LORD?
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